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ADBRESS OF ‘THE EDITORS. 


ifivine completed a fourth volume of the Adviser, the Ed. 
Hors cannot refrain from addressing a few thoughts to its pat- 
rons and readers. 

Phe continued ne flattering encouragement, which th 
work has received, induces a belief, not only that 1t meets the 
approbation ofa afin ‘ce number of pi ous persons, but also, that 
1a divine providence, it Is answering some valuable purpose.—~ 
u bres this impression we are fully confident, that the interests 

{the a edeemer’s kingdom require its continuance, and there- 
fore, theygh it is no small ta ask, we cannot at present permit 
ourselves to think of bringing it to a close. And we assure our 
readers, that, in the prosecution of this work, nothing, whi 
we can maemo perform, shall be wanting on our airep to 
render it equally deserving of their patronage in time to come. 


Should any complaint arise on account of the small quantity of 


original matter, which has been inserted, it is hoped that a can- 
did consideration of our many parochial cuties, will furnish a 


suflicient apology. We are fully aware, that the presure of 


public burdens is, at this time, considerably ¢ greater than usual, 
but we hope that no one w il, on that account, withdraw his 
eubscription; especially, when he is informed, that about 
a fourth part ef what it costs a will eventually vo in aid ofiue 
niissionary cause—a cause, whic ‘h, we trust will be duly appre- 
ciated by all our readers. 

[In conducting this wotk, we have aimed not se much, to at- 
tract attention by a display of ingenuity, of critical research, or 
of extensive reading, as te ‘fe ‘ed with the sineere milk of the 
word’—the unadulterated truths of the gospel. But we do 
not wish our communications to be received for truth, without 
. careful consultation of the scriptures, and a’serious and candid 
enquiry, whether these things are so. ‘Tiere are, at this d uy, a 
miuliitude of false, and, as we believe, very dangerous opinions 
prevailing, and we are deeply impressed with the haliel, ths ut 
mech caution accompanied with very close and patient exami 
nation is ncedful to detect them, or to guard us against treir 
baleful iniluence. In oppesition to these opinions, it has beet 
our aim tolft upa standard. The ¢ cause of truth is, at this 
time, unquestionably important ; In this cause we believe, th 
we have been embarked ; and.we hone that our feeble efiorts 
will not be altogether unavailing. 
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Buc present isan Imporiant pertoa. he unusdair events 
that are taking place 1 indicate, that divine vba" a is about 
to introduce some great change. Aspirlt of inadelity has becx 
eradually insinuating itselfinto most minds. ‘ican never was 
Liie time, when ii wa re j rtact for christians to hold 
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iV. Editor’s Address. 


fast what they have received, to trim their lamps, and to stand 
with their loins girt, in readiness for any service. Never was 
there atime when the friends of the Redeemer were more imr 
periously called upon to exert all their energies. These conside- 
rations, we hope, will impress the minds of all our readers with 
the importance of treasuring up divine knowledge, and of stand- 
ing firm in the belief of the great, but humbling doctrines, which 
the gospel reveals. 

Weare aware, that concerning many of the sentiments, which 
we have advanced, some willsay, “these are hard sayings, who 
can hear them?” But we ask, Is this in reality any solid objec- 
tion against their being true ? Many of the truths of revelation 
are confessedly mysterious, and, for that reason, may sometimes 
appear absurd to such as are leaning too muchon the “ wis- 
dom, of this world.” And more of them are so humiliating to 
the pride, or so grossing to the selfishness of the carnal mind, 
that it is by no means strange, that objections should arise, and 
much showness of heart to believe be discovered. If, However, 
these unpleasant doctrines are the truth, they cannot be reject- 
ed but at the greatest hazard. We would, therefore, request 
every reader, who may have taken offence at any thing, that 
has appeared inthis publicaton, toread over those offensive 
parts again and again, comparing them carefully avith the scrip- 
tures and enquiring seriously, are these representations agreea- 
ble to the word of God or not ? We ask this as a duty, which 
he owes to himself. And may that Ged with whom are all the 
treasures of knowledge and wisdom, guide every one into the 
trith as it isin Jesus. 


We are now probationers for a never ending eternity. To improve this sea- 
son to the best advantage some labars and some expe nses are needful. And 
who will be so unwise as to shrink back, when he thinks on the salvation of his 
immortal soul? It will not be long before we shall be called before the dread 
tribunal of our Judge, to give an account of the manner, in whicli we have con- 
ducted this work. Deeply impressed with this thought, and relying on the 
great head of the church fur ull needed assistance, we hepe to be enabled to 
perform the task, we have undertaken, with so much fidelity, as to hear at last 
this approving sentenec, * Well done good am. faithful servants "—We would 
renind our readé Ts, bat they also niust be calied there to give an account of 
ihe mann T, im Which they have received our communications. Ifwe have 
to! d you the truth, as we trust that we have, you have been placed ina situs- 
tion solemn and momentous in a hugh degree. You have seen hyebt; if vou 
have k wed it, happy will itbe for you: But if you have hated it, every page 
will, inthe last great day, rise up and eondenin you. 

‘Vhat we may ‘all | become wise even unto salvation, and finally Mect in the 
regions ofeternal b ‘essedness to unite forever in singing the song of Moses 
and the Lamb, is the constant wish and prayer of your fellow pilgri ims, ang 
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N ew Year’ as Address. 


To reflect on the past, and to 
contemplate the future, when it is 
performed with a serious spirit, 
and forthe purpose of religious 
improvement, is an interesting and 
a profitable employment. Being 
made capable, by the great au- 
thor of our existence, of calling 
back, by the aid of memory, the 
scenes of life which we have wit- 
nessed, they should frequently pass 
in review, and’ be studied as. a 
book from, which we may derive 
the most valuable instruction. 
Wisdom is in no small degree 
the fruit of experience, and he is 
the richest in experience, who has 
most critically observed, and most 
diligently improved, the events, 
with which he has been visited or 
surrounded, rather than he, who 
has witnessed with little attention, 
and without improvement, a vast 
variety of scenes. 

To contemplate the future, in 
such a manner, that we may be 
prepared to meetits events, is no 
less iraportant. While the brute 
grazes the fields, and gathers a 
present subsistence, careless of to- 
morrow, it should be the busines 
e! a rational creatnre, to act wor- 


thy of his nature and of his desti- 
nation, by surveying the future, 
and preparing to meet whatever 
may await him. 

At no period can we, with 
more propriety be called to at- 
tend to this retrospection and an- 
ticipation than at the commence- 
ment of the year; and the Edit- 
ors obey a law which custom has 
established, as well as gratify their 
own feelings, when they call up- 
on their readers, at this period, to 
consider with seriousness, what 
they have been and what they 
have done, more particularly du- 
ring the past year, and enquire 
of them, what are their resolutions 
and prospects with respect to the 
future. ° While the man of busi- 
ness is adjusting his accounts, is 
determining his losses, and his 
gains, and is accurately estimat- 
ing the value of his property ; and 
while he is examining in what 
maaner it may, in future, be em- 
ployed, to turn to the best ac- 
count, let us be instructed and ex- 
cited by the wisdom of this world, 
to pursue the same course with 
respect to our spiritual concerns. 

Ic should excite our gratitude 
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to God, that we are yet spared in 
life, and have yet an opportunity 
to attend to the great things, 
which respect our everlasting 
peace. Many who, in common 
with us, enjoyed this privilege at 
the commencement, of the past 
year, have been removed from 
this state of trial to a world of 
retribution, an irreversible sen- 
tence has been pronounced upon 
them, if they were filthy they will 
be filthy stil, and if they were 
holy they will be holy still, forev- 
er. Let the instances of mortali- 
ty, which we have witnessed dur- 
ing the past year, operate as in- 
ducements to us to improve our 
continuance in life, for the pur- 
pose of making sure a title to a 
heavenly inheritance; let us scru- 
tenize our characters, let us ex- 
amine with the greatest care the 
foundation on which we are stand- 
ing, so thatifwe should be call- 
ed, during the present year, to de- 
part hence and to be here no 
more, we may be prepared to 
ieave the world, in a confident ex- 
pectation of a blessed immortal- 
ity. 

Tocreatures like ourselve:, who 
are immortal and accountable, 
and who are enjoying on earth 
our only seagon of trial, a critical 
examination of our hearts and of 
our lives, in order to determine 
our character afid our prospects, 
ts of the highest importance. 

We are extremely liable to be 
deceived respecting our feelings, 
and from an examination only of 
our hearts, to form an unwar- 
rantable conclusion respecting 
our characters. ‘The heart is de- 
ceitful above allthings and despe- 

‘ately wicked, who "63 know it. 
But our actions areltcss lable -to 
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be mistaken, etpevially in those 
seasons, when removed from all 
observation, and under no tempt- 
ation to hypocrisy, we have con- 
ducted according to the dictates 
of our feelings. By their fruits 
shall ye know them, isa rule of 
judging, both ourselves and oth- 
ers, which the Savior himself has 
prescribed. During the past 
year an opportunity for atrial of 
our characters by our conduct 
has been granted. The tree has 
brought forth fruit either good 
or bad, and under a conviction 
of the immense interest at stake, 
it is our duty and our interest to 
examine this fruit, and to deter. 
mine its quality. 

To love the Lord our God with 
alf ourhearts and our neighbor 
as ourselves is the sum of the di- 
vine requirements, and he, who 
has, during the past year, faith- 
fully performed those duties im- 
plied in these extensive com- 
mandments, has evidence of an 
interest in the atonement of Jesus 
Christ, and of atitle to a heaven- 
ly inheritance, 

Do we hope that we love the 
Lord our God with all our hearts ? 
Love is not anidle and inactive 
principle. When seated in the 
heart, it produces great and man- 
ifest effects, in the life. He, who 
loves God, with all his heart, will 
attend on divine ordinances, with 
constancy and with reverence, he 
will chooce the disciples of Christ 
for his companions, and ody hi 
Pile he does good unto all me: 
as he has opportunity, to do gocd 
more especially unto such as 
of the household of faith, and 
will use his exertions for the sup- 
pression of int pans and for the 
advancement cf the cause of tl 
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Redeemer among men. By these 
marks let us examine our conduct, 
during the past year. 

Through the tender mercy of 
God, the day spring from on high 
hath visited us. Highly exalted 
above those, who live in heathen 
countries, the word of God is ey- 
ery where spread among us, in a 
language, which we can under- 
stand ; one day in seven is set a- 
part for religious purposes ; hous- 
es of worship are extensively pra- 
vided, in which those who have 
an inclination, may publicly ac- 
knowled; ge the dominion of Jeho- 
vah, and" hold communion with 
the Father of spirits, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ ; the successors 
of the apostles, on whom their of- 
fice has devolved, and to whom a 
portion of their spirit has descend- 
ed, publish, explain and enforce 
the solemn truths, and the sacred 
duties of religion. 

During the past year, have we 
often been found reading the 
word of God, ina humble, seri- 
ous and prayerful manner, and 
have we become evidently more 
acquainted with its truths, and 
more impressed with its duties? 
Have we remembered the sab- 
bath day to keepit holy, and on 
this day, which is an emblem of 
heaven, have we enjeyed fore- 

tastes of heavenly blessedness ? 
Have we been regular and devout 

attendaats on the worship of God, 
or have reasons, which would 
not have detained us from other 
assemblies, caused us to hae ab- 
sent from the sanctuary ? Have 
we regarded the ministers of the 
gospel, who appear to be influerc- 
ed by its spirit, and governed by 
the instructions contained in the 
scriptures, as ambassadors from 
the court of heaven, commission- 
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ed for the purpose of concluding 
a treaty of peace between the of- 
fended sovereign of the universe 
and his rebellious subjects in this 
lower world, and when we have 
heard the word of life, by them 
dis pen: sed, have we compared it 
with the law and the testimony, 
and finding it to accord wich that, 
have we labored to treasureit u 
in our hearts, and to bring forth 
its fruits in our lives ? 
Notwithstanding the multitude 
agree to do evil, yet the Savior 
hasalittle flock in the world; 
and among our relatives, our 
friends or acquaintance, there are 
those who appear to be actuated 
by the spirit of the gospel, and 
who, in the eye of charity, are the 
sincere disciples of Christ. Have 
such been our familiar friends, 
with them have we conversed a- 
bout the great things ot the king. 
dom, and have we respected them, 
even when in the most humble 
circumstances in life, as the ex- 


cellent and honorable of the 
earth ? 
God is glorified or dishonored 


by the conduct of the children of 
men, and the Redeemer has a 
cause in the world to be support- 
edand built up, and.from the 
promotion of these important ob- 
jects, the exertions of men are 
used, under the divine di- 
rection and blessing. For the 
suppression of ini iquity, and for 
the promotion of piety and vir- 
tue, every man who loves the 
Lord his God with all his heart, 
vill labor ; but different situa. 
tions involve differert duties. 
Are we parents and rulers of 
households? Have we then in. 
structed those committed to our 
charge in the traths and duties 
of religion? Have we set before 
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them the rewards which are laid 
up for the obedient, and the fear- 
ful doom, which awaits trans- 
gressors? Have. we erected an 
altar for Godin our houses, and 
have spiritual sacrifices been offer- 
ed on it morning and evening, 
in the sight of those, over whom 
God has made us overseers? 
Have we thus emphatically 
taught them whence all their 
blessings descend, to whom they 
mustlook for the supply of all 
their wants, and to whom they 
are accountable for the improve- 
ment of all their privileges? 
Have we exercised, so far aS is in 
our power, a watchful inspection 
over their conduct, and labored 
to guardthem from the poison- 
ous influence of immoral writings, 
and of evil company ? Have we 
taught them by our instruction, 
example and authority to réver- 
ence the sabbath, as the holy of 
the Lord, and have we conduct- 
edthem, so far as it has been 
prcticable to the house of prayer ? 

Are we the professed disciples 
of the divine Redeemer ? This is 
a sacred character. Have we 
then fulfilled the vows of God, 
which are upon us? Has our ex- 
ampie taught unbelievers, that 
there is a divine reality and su- 
perlative excellency in the reli- 
gion of Christ, and have they tak- 
en knowlege of us, that we have 
been with Jesus? Have we con- 
ferred frequenily with our breth- 
ren on the interesting things of 
tae kingdom, and thus contribut- 
ed to kindle the dame of love in 
their hearts, as well asin our 
own? ‘Yhus of old they that fear- 
ed the Lord spake often one to 
another, and the Lord hearkened 
aiudheardit. Have we laborec 
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to maintim a scriptural dice. 
pline, in the churches, with which 
we are respectively connected ? 
Have we separated ourselves from 
the unprofitable purruits and 
vain amucements, which engross 
the time and affections of the 
workers of iniquity, and have we 
been a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works ? 

Are we ministers of the gospel ? 
Brethren We are standing on holy 
ground. If every christian is a 
temple of the living God, which 
must not be polluted, how sacred 
is the character of a minister of 
the gospel! Onthe faithful per. 
formance of the duties, solemnly 
binding on him, the honor of God 
and the advancement of the Re. 
deemer’s cause in the world emi- 
nently depend. Have we then 
labored to manifest, in our de- 
portment, the religion, which we 
have preached? Regardless of 
every thing but our duty, with. 
out being seduced by the flatte- 
ries, or awed by the frowns of the 
world, have we declared, without 
rescrve, the whole counsel of 
God? Have we been instant in 
season and out of season? Have 
we reproved, rebuked and exhort- 
ed, with all long suffering and 
doctrine? Can we say, inthe re- 
view of the past year, I am clear 
from the blood of all men ? 

Are we in stations of high res- 
pectability in society ? ‘To such 
the multitude look up for exam- 
ples. ‘Phe misconduct of such 
persons will, in the eyes of a vast 
number, sanctify iniquity, whii 
their holy lives will shame sin, 
extensively from society. It be- 
comes those, whose circumstances 

inlite give them an extensive !n- 
fluence among their fellow mes, 
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go inquire, whether all this influ- 
snce has been consecrated to the 
service of the Redeemer. 

Has God given us an abund- 
ance of the things of this world? 
The cause of religion requires aid, 
which the wealthy alone can _be- 
stow. sind in the present day 
efforts are making to diffuse the 
gospel among the heathen, and 
among taore in christian coun- 
tries, who are destitute of the reg- 
ular administration of religious 
ordinances, ana there are institu- 
tions among us, which are soli- 
citiag the benefactions of the lib- 
eral, andthe wealthy. Let those, 
whose possessions are extensive, 
solemnly enquire, whether they 
have honored the Lord with their 
substance, and with the first fruits 
of all their increase. 

We are all members of society, 
and our example has an impor- 
tant influence on those around 
us. No argument is so convinc- 
ing, and no eloquence is so _per- 
suasive, in the defence and propa- 
gation of christianity, asthe holy 
lives of its votaries. Have we 
then, as members of society, con- 
tributed this influence of our ex- 
ample, for the promotion of pie- 
ty and virtue? Hlas vice been a- 
sharred in our presence, and has 
religion been encouraged by our 
approbation and support ? 

Such inquiries as have already 
been suggested, will enable us to 
determine, whether we have com- 
plied with the first and great 
commandment of the law. The 
second is like unto it, thou shall 
love thy neighbor as thyself. 
‘And as these two commands im- 
ply one another, and cannot be 
separated, the inguiries which 
have been made under the first 
‘branch of the law, supercede ma- 
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ny, which might be made under: 


the second. ‘To be brief then let 

us inquire, whether it has beea 

the maxim of our conduct, during 

the past year, whatsoever ye 

would that men should do to you, 

do ye also the same to them? 

Has the most rigorous and exact 

justice characterized all our deal- 
ings with our fellow men? Can 
those, among whom we have re- 
sided, bear witness to our kind 
offices? Has no object of charity 
gone from us without relief, when 
we had power to bestow it? 
Have we industriously sought out 
the abodes of want, and granted 
assistance to those, who had not 
the courage to solicit it? Have 
the sorrows of the afflicted excited 
in us a kindred emotion, and by 
weeping with those that weep, 
have we soothed their prief? 
Have we manifested, in our in- 
tercourse with our fellow men, 
that charity, which suffereth long 
and is kind, which envieth not, 
which vaunteth not itself, is not 
puffed up, doth not behave itseli 
unseemly, seeketh not her own, 
is not easily provoked, thinketh 
no evil; Rejoiceth not in ini- 
quity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; 
beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endur- 
eth all things ? 

By taking a survey of our con- 
duct during the past year, and by 
bringing it to answer faithfully 
the interrogatories which have 
been suggested, we may he able 
to form a measurably correct 
judgment respecting our charac- 
ter and state. 

Tt isnetto be hoped, that all, 
even of those who may perusc 
this address, will be of the num- 
ber, who have chosen that good 
part, which can never be wrested 
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from its possessors. We will 
therefore suppose, that on a crit- 
icalexamination, you are found 
wanting ; that your conduct dur- 
ing the past year gives you no ev- 
idence of an inierest in Christ, 
but on the coutrary, thatit bears 
witness that you are yet in your 
sins, without God and without 
hope inthe world. Your situa- 
tion is truly deplorable, and calls 
for the pity of those, who have 
hearts to feel for such wretched- 
ness. You have spent another 
year in wretched bondage to sin 
and Satan; a season has been 
granted you for repentance, but 
you have become more hardened 
in transgression. Opportunities 
have been afforded you for mak- 
ing your peace with God, but 
those opportunities have passed 
away without improvement ;_ the 
sins which you have committed 
are registered in heaven, and all 
the transactions of the past year 
are sealed up, unto the judge- 
ment of the greatday. Your im- 
mortal interest is not secured, and 
continuing as you are, the pros- 
pect before you !s the blackness of 
darkness forever andever. But 
you are yet alive. Although you 
have been barren fig trees, yet the 
Lord has notsaid concerning you, 
cut them down, why cumber 
they the ground. The language 
of abused patience to you is, to 
day after so long a time, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. And what, let us 
be permitted to ask, with solicit- 
ude for your welfare, are your 
resolutions with respect to the fu- 
ture? Shallthe coming year be 
epent as the past year has heen? 
Perhaps before another year shall 
have run its round, you may he 
sumbered with the great congre- 
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gation of the dead. During the 
past year, you have been taught ~ 
the uncertainty of life. Can you 
not callto mind some who have 
been cut down around you, 
whose prospect of a long life was 
equal to what yours may now be, 
and who were fondly imagining, 
that they had many days to spend 
on earth? The angel of death 
may have already received his 
commission to cut you down, and 


_if you live regardless of this event, 


before another year, you may 
stand as awful monuments of the 
madness and the folly of deferring 
religion to an uncertain hereafter. 
May you be wise, in this your 
day, toknow the things which 
respect your everlasting peace be- 
fore they are forever hidden from 
your eyes. 

Some we hope, who may read 
this address, will be able to de- 
rive satisfactory evidence, from a 
review of the past year, that they 
are interested in the merits of the 
Savior, and are heirs with him to 
a heavenly imheritance. Your 
situation is truly enviable, and 
imposes on you a high obligation 
to gratitude, love and obedience. 
Have you not reason to be asham- 
ed, when you reflect how little 
you have done, during the past 
year, for him, who hath loved 
you, and who hath washed you 
from your sins, in his own blood ? 
Have you not been sleeping with 
the foolish virgins, engrossed with 
the cares of this vain world, and 
regarding with too much indif- 
ference the honor of the Redeem- 
eramong men. Be persuaded to 
arise and trim your lamps, that 
you may scatter some beams of 
heavenly light, in this benighted 
world around you. God is still 
giving you au opportunity of 
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serving him. Resolve then, and 
Jet your deportment during the 
coming year, and while you live, 
testify to the sincerity of your 
resolution, that henceforth you 
will live more devoted to God, 
than you have hitherto done. 

On surveying your hearts, and 
beholding how many evil pas- 
sions and, corrupt affections lurk 
there, and in looking abroad on 
the world, and discovering how 
iniquity abounds, where the light 
of trath shines, and how many 
are sitting in the region and shad- 
ow of death, does it not appear, 
christians, that your work is but 
partially completed, ana that 
much remains to bedone? There 
indeed remaineth yet very much 
land to be possessed. The vine- 
yard of our Lord is extensive, 
and a glorious reward awaits 
those, who labor in it, with faith- 
fulness. Be not weary, there- 
fore, in well doing, for in due 
season ye shall reap if ye faint not. 
In the christian warfare in which 
you are called to engage, you 
have opportunity to manifest 
your heroism, and every conflict 
shall brighten the crown of glory, 
which awaits you in the heavens. 

During the past year, events 
highly interesting to the church 
of God, and to the world of man- 
kind, have taken place. The 
prophecies of scripture have evi- 
dently been fulfilling. He who 
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rides in the whirlwind and di- 
rects the storm, is ruling in the 
midst of those commotions, which 
agitate the nations, and in a mys- 
terious manner, he is preparing 
the way for the universal epread 
and influence of the gospel. Dur- 
ing the past year, the work of re- 
demption has progressed. That 
spirit which has entered into the 
friends of Jesus, to extend his 
kingdom, has nobly exerted itself, 
and many have been added. to the 
Lord, of such, we trust, as shall 
be saved, In looking forward, 
the prospect before the sincere 
friends of God, is in a high degree 
animating. The predictioas of 
scripture clearly make known a 
day, when all shall know the 
Lord from the least to the great- 
est, and the prayers and exertions 
of Christendom seem to presage 
its speedy arrival. And though 
the present generation may not 
live to behold it, yet for their re- 
freshment, beyond this vale of 
tears, a prospect more delightfal 
opens to view. There will be an 
everlasting retreat from the sor- 
rows of life, and blessedness, of 
which we cannot, at present, ade- 
quately conceive. Let us cast 
the anchor of our hope on this 
ground, and then we thall ride in 
safecy on the billows of life,’ and 
at last enter the haven of eternal 
peace. 
Tue Epurors. 
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Elavinc seen that, whatever faith may involve, its estential act 
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is the consent of the heart to the 
system of grace, as revealed in 
the gospel, we now proceed to 
mention some of the resulis of 
this essential act. Itisthis that 
perfects the union between the 
soul and Jesus. The ground 
work of union, indeed, was laid 
in the counsel of eternity ; but it 
is never completed until the soul, 
under the influence of grace, is 
made willing to be Christ’s. To 
produce this volition, God has in- 
stituted means—He proclaims 
from Ebal the curse of his law. 
The gospel exhibits Jesus as able 
to save, and promises the choice 
blessings of heaven, to those, who 
hearken to his voice, The al- 
mighty influences of grace ac- 
company this exhibition, and the 
sinner is made willing, in the day 
of the Redeemer’s power. 

The soul thus united to Jesus is 
possessed of a righteousness, by 
which Jehovah’s law is magnified 
and made honorable. The result 
of thisis justification. ‘The idle 
dream of the Antinomian, that 
pardon produces faith, is confuted 
by the declarations of inspired 
truth, and the experience of the 
believer. Tobe satisfied of the 
former, let the reader consult, 
Acts x. 43. xut. 39. xvi. St. 
Phil. ii. 9. Gal. nm. 16. Rom. 
ii. 25 26. Butwhy swell this 
list? It is the uniform voice of 
scripture, Johniii. 18. He that 
helieveth not is condemued already. 
"'o suppose the contrary of this, 
contradicts the experience of the 
believer. He is madeto see the 
evil, and the design of sin. He 
flees by faith from the wrath. to 
come. Inthis flight he is cone 
ducted by the holy Spirit, That 
Spirit produces in the mind of 
micn, no-unuecessary alarms. Un- 
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necessary those would be which: 
cause the soul, with anxiety, to 
cry out, “ what shall | do to be 
saved,” if it be already justified. 
If already saved from wrath, whv 
believe in order to safety? when 
was it, however, that any embrac- 
ed the atonement @ already justi- 
fied ? As exposed to wrath, being 
guilty, the sinner flees to Jesus, 
the refuge. Let not the reader 
of these remarks indulge the vis. 
ionary conceit, of all being well 
with him, while destitute of the 
evidences of faith in Jesus. Faith 
The 
system of grace requires its being, 
in order to the safety, of the soul. 
The possessor is blessed with par- 
don. Rom.v. 1. He is also en- 
titled toa seat among God’s 
children John i. 12. To them 
he gives power to become the 
sons of God, who believe on his 
name. 

Another result of faith is peace. 
The bond of union, between God 
and the original head of human 
kind, was broken by sin. Man, 
by acovenant with death and an 
agreement with heil, enlisted his 
agency against his maker. God 
then became the foe of man. His 
armies were marshalled against 
the rebel, and the restraints laid 
onby the Almighty, alone pre- 
served from the execution of mer- 
ited vengeance. It was just in 
the Supreme Ruler to scatter, in 
his sovereign dispensatfots, a+ 
mong hisenemies, the brands of 
discord. As they had become 
the foes of God, it was equitable 
to make them the tormentors of 
each other. Thus hostility be- 
came universal. God was the foc 
of man, Man was set in the ar- 

ray of battle against man. The 
burning m: ‘nisters: of light, thr 
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ghine in moral brightness around 
the Eternal’s throne, enlisted to 
be the opposers of disobedient 
children. ‘lhe infernal regions 
furnished voluntary executors of 
Jehovah’s wratk, and man is the 
bitterest foe of his own felicity. 
Jesus has made reconciliation for 
transgressors, ‘The soul, who re- 
ceives the Savior, is accepted of 
God. His language to the pen- 
itent, thus returning through the 
Redeemer, is, I am pacified to- 
wards thee for all that thou hast 
done, Flis Angels rejoice at the 
gladsome sight of returning sin- 
ners, and become their friends 
and ‘guards, Heb.i. 14. Devils 
are restrained in the exercise of 
malevolence, and the conscience, 
sprinkled with the blood of Jesus, 
is nO more an accuser. ‘Thus 
faith in Jesus produces the inval- 
uable fruit of universal peace to 
the believer. With this, as a fruit 
of faith, we may connect assur- 
ance. ‘This is attainable. We 
are commanded to seek after it. 
Marks are given, by which grace 
mav be known, and thousands, 
even in the vale of tears, have, in 
the full assurance of understanding, 
rejoiced with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. 

Ancther result of this divine 
principle will be progressive sanc- 
tification. The life of the saint is 
one of holiness. This life he lives 
by faith. Faith is the bond, 
which connects the soul with Je- 
sus, the living vine. It is the 
conduit, through which, grace 1s 
communicated to the s: vul from 
him in whom all fulness dwells. 
This progressive sanctification, 
mfluenced by faith, appears in a 
ee ing regard to religion, which 
has been well FS Bh | to con- 
sist ** Of doctrine, experience, and 
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practice.” gpa confidence 
may appear, respecting faith, 
where any of <a above ingredi- 
enis of true religion is wanting, 
there is ground of suspicion, that 
all isnot right. The influence of 
genuinetatth appears in a regard 
to each of these, 

Perseverance in grace is anoth- 
er fruit of faith. Weare kept by 
the power of God through faith unto 
salvation. Faith gives vigor to 
the bloom of profession, and un- 
der its influence the christian 
character is loaded, with a pro- 
fusion of the fruits of holiness. It 
gives to the feeble of David’s 
house, the spirit of the martyrs 
and confesvors of Christ. It ena- 
bles its humble possessor to trust 
the Lord, inthe cloudy and dark 
day, to stay upon God, while he 
apparently withdraws. In the 
vigorous exercise of faith, cloth- 
ing itself in acts of universal obe- 
dience, the believer is enabled to 
mount up, as on eagle’s wings, not 
only to the foot of the Almigh- 

ty’s throne, but to the counsel 
chamber of the palace of glory. 
It enables him to unfold the book 
of the divine decrees, and to read 
his name in the register of the 
elect of God. Faith in the Re- 
deemer dissipatesthe gloom that 
hangs over the bourn of time, 
hi ting from mortals’ view the re- 
gions ‘that lie beyond. Faith as- 
sures the saint of that blessed life, 


and immortality, which the gos. 


pel declares. It causes the soul 
to meet, with confidence, the king 
of terrors. It gives victory in 
the gloomy vale. The clouds 
thereof are illuminated by its 
light. Before its splendor, all of 
which is derived from the sun of 
i ap hal the spectres of 


thas e dreary abodes shall disap. 


















pear. Even now; faith plucks 


the fruits of the Tree of life, and 
wives some prelibations of those 
Iiving streams, that flow copious. 
ly inthe better country, Faith is 
the substance of things hoped for ; 
tie evidence of things not seen. ‘That 
itgnature and influence may be 
more generaily understood is the 
prayer of 
CALIXxTUS. 


A HINT. 


Tue Bible is an inestimable 
treasure. We cannever be ‘ufh- 
ciently grateful to heaven for it. 
But we are inexcusably neglect- 
ful of this treasure, and shameful- 
ly tgnorant of what it contains. 
lt les on cur shelves unmolested 
from week to week, and might I 


not say from year to year. Or if 


we trn over its sacred page at 
all, it is ingo Careless a manner, 
with so little attention to what we 
read that we are not much wiser. 
Perhaps some of us read it from 
custom, once a day; but — 
we have done that, we think ou 
task 1s performed, and give our- 
selves no trouble to understand it, 
oT ie ag we may say with the 
eun - ‘How can we under- 
staid, unites ss some one guide us? 
We are unskdled at examining 
ao 
dificult pass: iges, we are little us- 
ed to comparing scripture with 
stripture. and we content our- 
selves with remaining in igno- 
rance.’ But must this always be 
the case ? Can no way be deviced 
to take us better acquainted 
with the words cf eternal lite? I 
ve thought on this subject with 
anxiety. The following plan 
been sugested to my ‘mi tnd, 
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ing the attention of the religious 
oublic to a aks which ap 
pears £o important. 

Let every minister of the gos- 
pel recommend it to his people to 
be furnished with bibles, so that 
no one, who is able to read, may 
be without a bible of his own. A 
common bible costs but a dollar. 
Parents are inexcusable, who ce- 
ny their children so great a trease 
ure, and suffer them to squander 
tentimes the amount yearly in 
things of no value. On the first 

sabbath in January, or any other 
convenient time, let the minister 
invite every man, woman and 
child, who is able to read, to be- 
ein the bible with him, and read 
onin course together. ‘T'o give 
time for examination and inquiry, 
let them read buttwelve chapters 
a weck, beginning sabbath even- 
ing, and reading one each or ‘. 
ing and evening to <aturd 
morning inclusive, leaving satur- 
day | evening and cabbath morn- 
ing for a purpose to be mention- 
ed hereafter. et every person, 
as he reads, note down in writing, 
any text he wishes explained, er 
any question he wishes answered 

which arises out of any part he 
reads ; and on the next sabbath 
let him carry his questions to 
meeting and deposit them in a 
convenient place ior the minister. 
Let the minister take the ques 
tions thus brought in, with any * e 
may think proper to | propose him. 
self, and during the following 
week prepare answers to them, 
cr toas many cf them as he may 
judee of suflici cnt importance ; 
and on the follow ing sab bath , in- 
stead of ene of the usual disc ourS- 
» let him discuss these que: tions, 
in such amanner aS mey apy eat 
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ful. And thatthe chapters to be 
discussed may be fresh in the 
mind of every one, (they having 
been read a week before,) let 
them be reviewed on saturday 
evening and sabbath morning. 
Twelve chapters a week the first 
year, and cleven chapiers a week 


the second year, will just go 


through the bible in this way, 
in two years. And what a fund 
of information would it afford 


both to ministers and people. It 
is conceived that, if this #plan 
could be carried into complete 
operation, 1t would do much to- 
wards removing the deplorable 
ignorance which now prevails, 
that people would be well in- 
oer in the doctrines of the 

gospel, and be able to give a rea- 
son for their belief to every one 
that should ask them. It is con- 
ceived that si would be less 
eround cf complaint of societies 


being torn in pieces by men of 


corrupt minds bringing in dam- 
nable heresies, and leading cap- 
tive silly women and others, who 
are ignorant and. unstable, and 
that the prevalence of error of 


every kind would be greatly 
checked. Itis thought aiso that 


the execution of such a pian would 
nave a tendency to induce a more 
general . attendance on public 
ata Curiosity would prompt 
ome to attend and hear the dis 
cussion of difficult questions, and 
opposers of the truth would 
doubtless be willing tocome and 
raise difficulties. And these, it 
is presumed, would not be unuse- 
ful. Cavilling objections are not 
always easily answered by com- 
mon people. But here »no doubt, 
they would be complet fy refuted, 
and it would be made to appear 
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with itself, and cannot be made, 
as is frequently said, to prove any. 
thing; and thus the truth 
wo uld be vindicated and estab- 
lished upon an. immovable basis. 
W. 
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Messrs, Editors, 

Tf you think the following lines, 
which were found in the trunk of 
a f male, afier her death, calculat- 
ed to be useful, yeu are at liberty 
to publish them in the ADv1sERs 


H. 


How happy is the state of a.be- 
liever to have a sure promise 
that all shall work together for 
good inthe end, and in the mean 
time to have a ‘ure refuge. where 
to find present relief, support and 
protection! How comfortable 1s 
it, when: trouble is near, to know 
that the Lord near likewise, 
and to commit ourselves and all 
our cares to him, believing that 
his eye is upon us, and his ear 
open to our prayers. Under the 
conduct of such a shepherd we 
need not fear. Though we are 
called to pass thro agh fire and 

water, through.the valley of the. 
shadow of death, he will be with 
us, and will shew himself mighty 
on our behalf It seems almost 
needless to say, that we were very 
1appy in the company of—- —. 
‘The only disagreeable circum- 
stances was, that it soon: renewed 
the pain it always gives me to 
part with them. Though the 
visit was full as long as I could 
expect, it seemed very short. 
This must be the case while we 
are here. Our pleasures are short, 
interrupted and mixed with troub- 
le, This is not—cannot be our 
rest. Lutit will not always 
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thus. We are travelling to a bet- 
ter world, where every evil and 
imperfection shall cease. ‘Then 
we shall be forever with the Lord, 
and with each other. May the 
prospect of this blessed hupe set 
before us, revive our fainting 
spirits, and make us willing to en- 
dure hardships, as good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ. Here we must 
often sow in tears, but there, we 
shallreap in joy, and all tears 
shall be wiped from our eyes for- 
ever. I hope the conversation 
of friends, whom I ¢o greatly 
love and honor, afforded me not 
only pleasure, but profit. It left 
a sayour upon my mind, and siir- 
ed up my languid desires after the 
Lord. Ilwith I could ‘say the 
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good effect had remained with 
me to this hour. But alas! I 
am a miserable creature, and 
have had many causes of bumilt- 
ation since. But. blessed be God, 
amongst all my changes, I find 
the foundation stands sure; and 
I am seldom, or never left to 
doubt either of the Lord’s love 
to me, or the reality cf the de- 
sires he has given me towards 
himself. Though, when I meas- 
ure my love by the degree of its 
exercise, or the fruits it produc- 
eth, I have reason to sit down 
ashamed, as the chief of all sin- 
ners, andthe least of all saints. 
But, in him I have righteousness 
and peace, and in him I must 
and will rejoice. 
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ON THE SALARIES CP MINISTERS. 


From the 


‘Tue writcr of the following 
paragraphs has for some time had 
it in contemplation to offer a few 
thoughts on the subject of the 
pecuniary support, which is af- 
forded to miiiusters of the Gos- 
pelin this country. Before he 
proceeds, he would premise, that 
heisneither a minister himself, 
nor hae he any near relative in 
that sacred profession ; nor is he 
in any way interested in’ this 
subject, exceptas a member of 
civil society and a professor cf 
the Christian religion. 

Should it be asked, What gen- 


eral rule can be adopted as to 
the extent of the siularies of min- 


Panoplist. 


isters ? the answer is, Ministers 
should be supported in that man- 
ner, which the experience of the 
Christian church has shewn to 
be most favorable to their use- 
fulness. HM this answer is thought 
to be too general and indefinite, it 
caneasily be explained at large. 
A careful review of the history 
of the Christian church will 
evince, unless I am mistaken, 
that the pastoral office has been 
most faithfully and usefully cis- 
charged, when the ministers of 
the sanctuary have received such 
a support as would enable them, 
by the aid of the strictest econo- 
my, to possess the advantages 











stated in the following particu- 
jars : 

To live in suchastyle with 
respect to house, food, clothing, 
and furniture, as will be gene- 
rally thought decent and com- 
fortable. 

2. To give some money 
charity, without entrenching up- 
on the immediate supplies of the 
family. 

3. To take occasional journies 
for health, and other purposes. 

4. To educate their daughters 
reputably, and their sons liberally. 

5. To procure such bouks a3 
are necessary, in order to a_ use- 
ful prosecution of their profes- 
sional studies. 

The first article may seem 
very indefiaite ; and, if applied at 
once toall the different circum- 
stances of mankind, itis so: but 
if we fix our eyes upon any par- 
ticular spot, at a given bering, 
we shall easily determine what is 
decent and comfortable. Though 
the standard of what is decent 
may be very different in a great 
city from whatitis ina country 
village, yet there is in both pla- 
ces a limit, below which decen- 
cy and comfort cannot .exist; as 
there is also another limit, above 
which mere decency gives place 
to luxury and splendor. Between 

these limits, a clergyman and his 
family ought invariably to be 
found. This is not insisted on 
for the sake of the ministers mere- 
ly ; but principally for the good 
of his people: though it may be 
easily proved, that the good of 
the minister and that of his peo- 
ple, are always promoted by the 
same means. t is undoubtedly 
of great advantage to a minister 
to receive the respect of all his ac- 
quaintauce ; his labors will be 
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much more likely to be useful in 
that case, than on any other sup- 
position. And it greatly concili- 
ates the respect of mankind to 
make a respectable appearance. 
It is questionable whether any 
man, however sacred his profes- 
gion, and however eminent his tal- 
ents and virtues, will be able to 
command the respect of his ac- 
quaintance indiscrimiaately, it he 
is mean and sordid in his appear- 
ance. Iie may be justly estimat- 
ed by afew who know him well; 
but the great body of those who 
meet with him will feel at liberty 
to despise him. There ought to 
be nothing in the appearance of 
a Christian minister, which shall 
naturally give rise to contempt, 
even in the minds of woridly 
men ; for of worldly men a great 
part of uis audience, and of the 
people of his charge, will be com. 
posed. And surely no unneces- 
sary prejudice ought to be ever 
excited against the preacher of 
Divine truth. A minister min- 
gles with his people for many 
most important purposes, in ad- 
dition to his public and solemn 
services asa preacher. He is a 
comforter of the afflicted, a vis- 
iter of the sick, a peace-maker, 
and a partaker with his peeple in 
all the great occasions of joy and 
sorrow. It is almost impossible, 
that any man should maintaina 
proper dignity in all these circum- 
stances, if his appearance denotes 
extreme poverty. 

The same reasons which re- 
quire decency in the dress and 
appearance of a minister, require 
it aiso in his family. A minis- 
ter’sfamily is peculiarly exposed 
to the inspection end observation 
of the parish; and on this ac- 
count, as well as on every cther, 
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it should be the residence of neat- 
nes:, decency, and virtue. But 
it is unreasonable to demand this 
respectabie appearance, unless 
the means of supporting it are af- 
forded, On this point, indeed, it 
is presumed that very few per- 
sons will disagree to the preced- 
ing observations. Nearly all the 
members of our regular religious 
societies would disdain the impu- 
tation of wishing to keep their 
ministers in a state of poverty ; 
though they might not judge 
correctly with respect to the 
sum necessary to preserve from 
poverty. 
As to the second particular, 
that of giving moneyin charity, 
jt appears to me of the utmost 
importance that a minister of the 
Gospel should be able to perform 
this duty habitually. A benefi- 
cient use of property is a duty of 
perpetual and universal obliga. 
tion; and ministers should ke 
patterns of this as well as of every 
other virtue. It has always gtv- 
enme pain to see a clergyman 
withhold his hand from giving. 
If absolutely obliged to refrain 
fromevery disposition of money 
in charity, his salary is too small ; 
if obliged by his own feelings on- 
ly, (which I would’ be loath to 
imagine,) hisheartis too small. 
In either case, there is wrong 
somewhere. 
course, that the occasion of chari- 
ty isa proper one, and the ob- 
ject deserving. The great and 
good Richard Baxter, that most 
eminent example of pastoral fidel- 
ity, made it a constant practice 
to dispense sm: ilsums of money 
in charity ; and he found it great- 
ly promotive of his ministerial 
usefulness. Many other eminent 
ministers have resembled him in 
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this part of his conduct, and with 
similar effects. Every faithful 
preacher has much to say on the 
subject of disinterestedness, love to 
the brethren, and universal benev- 
olence. His people like to see 
these virtues exhibited as well as 
inculcated ; and it is proper they 
should. 

Some ministers who have fee. 
ble health, and many parochial 
duties, find it extremely useful to 
travel occasionally into distant 
parts of the country ; and yet 
they cannot do it without great 
embarrassment onaccount cf thie 
narrowness of their circumstan- 
ces. There are many _ reasons 
why they should be gratified in 


this matter, beside that which 
arises from their health. Trav- 
elling enlarges the mind, affords 


an opportunity of more extensive 
intercourse with men, removes 
local prejudices, promotes a 
brotherly tecling between minis- 
ters, and strengthens the bonds 
of Christian affection. In this 
way, pastors of churches gain a 
more intimate acquaintance with 
the state of the Church in remote 
places than would otherwise be 
practicable, an acquaintance 
which tends to animate their 
zeal, and invigorate their exer- 
tions. 

It is an advantage to the com- 
munity, that clergymen should 
be able to give their sons a liber- 
al education ; because clergymen 
are usually among the most virtu- 
ous men, andtherefore are very 
apt toimbue the tender minds ct 
their children with such principles 
as tend'to make men useful and 
virtuous. In those countries where 
Christianity has had the most sal- 
utary influence, a very large pro- 
perticn of the upright magistrates, 
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the able statesmen, and the dis- 
tinguished proficients in the scien- 
ces and the learned professions, 
have been the sons of clergymen. 
It is undoubtedly a great blessing 
to any country to possess many 
persons of enlarged views, and 
liberal education, especially if 
they have been brought up in an 
exemplary and religious manner 
from their earliest years. 

As to the libraries of ministers, 
it is notorious that the great body 
of our clergy are not able to pro- 
cure such books as are useful, 
and even absolutely necessary, to 
a judicious prosecution of their 
studies. ‘This is a very serious 
evil, though it isone of which our 
churches seem to be very little 
aware. Whether any adequate 
remedy will be applied time will 
determine. It is the duty of every 
liberal-minded man to use his in- 
fluence towards enabling minis- 
ters to procure suitable libraries. 
The present is atime when scrip- 
tural learning is peculiarly neces- 
sary; and, whatever may be 
said by ignorant enthusiasts a- 
gainst the utility of study, the 
great body of Christians in this 
country are not afraid that learn- 
ing will injure men of real piety. 
Whether they have not reason to 
fear, that the best of causes will 
suffer because its defenders want 
the means of mental improve- 
ment, is another inquiry. 

There are at present in New 
England a great number of 
young clergymen, who have an 
earnest desire to procure such 
books as are calculated to assist 
them in their profession; and 
who are yet scarcely able to spare 
asingle dollar for that purpose. 
Thus their best years are spent 
without the means of acquiring 





knowledge, till the vigor of their 
minds abates, and they are oblig- 
ed to sit down contented, though 
ignorant of almost every thing in 
their profession, except what may 
be learned from their English Bi- 
bles. Let me not be thought to 
speak disrespectfully of our com. 
mon version of the Bible, when I 
say, that cvery well instructed 
minister of the Gospel will go 
higher than any translation, He 
wilt endeavar to become well ac. 
quainted with the original word 
of God, especially with the Greek 
of the New Testament. And 
though he will not bring his lexi- 
cons into the pulpit with him, 
nor make any formal parade of 
learning, he will yet endeavor to 
impress upon his own mind the 
genuine meaning of the Sacred 
Oracles, and to deliver that mean- 
ing as the message of God to his 
people. Undoubtedly aman may 
preach the truth, in the main, 
though he were never to see any 
book but the common Bible; 
but he cannot be a!l that to his 
people which a teacher of Chrise 
tianity ought to be. 

Our ancestors, the first settlers 
of New England, are in no part 
of their character more worthy 
of imitation, than with respect to 
the support which they rendered 
to theclergy. ‘Though the man- 
ners of the age were simple, and 
the style of living cheap, compar- 
ed with the sty le and manners of 

the present day, yet as the coun- 

try was poor and the congrega- 
tions small, the sacrifices made by 
the laity for tlic support of the 
clergy were very great compared 
with what they noware. And it 
Was in consequence of these very 
sacrifices, as can be easily and 
sati:factorily shewn, that the 
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American colonies were blessed 
and prospered in aimanner utter- 
ly unparalleled in the history of 
the world. ‘The clergy were a 
very learned, dignified, and res- 
pectable, as well as pious, class of 
men. ‘They were, beyona all 
qnestion, mnch s superior to the 
clergy of the present day in many 
branches of theological learning. 
A single fact will prove the as- 
sertion. It is itabed on good au- 
thority, that no longer ago than 
the middle of the last century, it 
was common for-ministers to read 
in English, from their Hebrew 
Bibles, to their families at morn- 
ing prayers. ‘There is abundant 
proof, that intheir public minis- 
trations, they had a constant re- 
gard to the original Scriptures ; and 
that they sought the true mean- 


ing by a laborious collation of 


srmilar passages; and yet there 
are those who talk as if Biblical 
criticism were a new thing in the 
world! ‘The libraries of the for- 
mer clergy of New England were 
extensive and valuable, contain- 
ing many works which are not 
yet obsolete, and probably never 
will be. 

The foregoing observations are 
desioned to shew the advantages 
which the community derives, 
from affording an adequate sup. 
port to the clergy. But I am 
ready to guard, on the other 
hand, against makine the sacred 
profession a lucrative employ- 
ment. Whenever this has been 
done, the effects have been la- 
meniable. ‘The ambitious, and 
the worldly-minded, have been 
induced to enter the ministry 
from motives of aggrandizement, 
and a desire of splendor. No cler- 
gyman should have sucha salary 
as wilt erable him tolive a luxa- 
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rious life. Further, every cler- 
gyman should feel obliged to ex- 
ercise a strict eronomy; though 
with that economy he should be 
able to acc smplish the purposes 
above specified, and to provide 
something against sickness, and, 
if practicable, something jor his 
widow in case of his: ow: death. 
I am unwillug to conclude 
this communication without re- 
ferring to an intolerable griev 
ance which exists in many parish 
es ; and that is, afatlure to fulfil 
the engagements made with their 
pastors. A person must have 
been pretty fully established in the 
doctrine of human depravity, be- 
fore he could believe, that a par- 
ish, full of professing Cuaristians, 
would, without any necessity, 
without any excuse, without any 
apology, neglect to fulfil a con- 
tract solemnly made with their 
pastor; a contract, the violation 
of which endangers the  suste- 
nance of his family, fills his mind 
with unlooked for anxiety, steals 
away his courage and resolution, 
and immediately impairs his use - 
fulness. Yet, many have been the 
instances in which such contracts 
have been thus wickedly violat- 
ed; and parishes have not been 
ashamed to do that in their pub- 
lic capacity, which, if done by 
an individual, would brand his 
character with the stigma of 
gross fraud. The history otf 
some young men who enter into 
the ministry is briefly as follows ; 
A candidate preaches on proba- 
tion; an offer of settlement 1s 
made him ona salary of a few 
hundred dollars; he accepts the 
ofer, and, though the salary 1s 
small, he hopes, by close calcula- 
tion and strict economy, to live 


on his income. He marries, 
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perhaps, and regards himself as 


happily settled for life. But 
what is his surprise, when, at the 
ead of the first year, half his sal- 
ary is unpaid. He hopes for the 
best, however, and proceeds in 
the course of his duty. At the 
end of the second year, a quarter 
of the first year’s salary remains, 
and half that of the second ; and 
thusit proceeds. In the mean 
time, his expenses have surpass- 
ed his calculations, and he finds 
it dificult enough to keep him- 
self within his stipulated income. 
His family must be fed and cloth- 
ed; his friends and _ brethren 
must be decently entertained. 
He of course runsin debt; though 
he abhors a state of debt, asa 
state of miserable servitude. He 
complains to his people ; they at- 
tend very sluggishly to his case; 
his creditors press their demands ; 
he complains louder; and by 
this time some of his people be- 
ginto exclaim against him as a 
hireling, to impeach all his mo- 
tives, and to hunt up accusations 
against his character. He finds 
that a dissolution of the connexion 

ust take place, and brings it 
about, on as good terms as he 
can; and begins life anew, poor, 
disappointed, and discouraged, 
This is no fiction. The man who 
ean witness such a course of pro- 
ceedings unmoved is a Stoic in- 
deed ; and those who are the cau- 
ses of such unmerited sufferings 
must be as unfeeling as barbari- 
ans, to Say nothing of their Chris- 
tian profession. I would not in- 
timate that our parishes are gener- 
ally culpable in this matter of not 
fulfilling their contracts ; but the 
instances are sufficiently numerous 
to demand public reprobation. 
Let those, who are to blame in 
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this respect, consider that God is 
the declared enemy of oppression 
and injustice, and that all who 
are unjust towards faithful minis. 
ters have reason to fear lest they 
should be visited with a famine of 
the word of the Lord, one of the 
most tremendous judgments 
which can light upon any people. 


oe 
SIN, NO TRIFLE. 


Whaat a strange world is this 
in which we live ! The Prince of 
Light and the prince of darkness 
—good men and bad men—holi- 
ness and sin—all are made objects 
of sport and ridicule. However, 
it is dangerous folly to jest with 
cerious things; and Solomon 
teaches, that they are ‘ fools’ who 
‘make a mock at sin.’ Here we 
seechildren doing mischief and 
then laughing at it, in which alas ! 
they are often encouraged by un- 
godly parents: there, the drunk- 
ard boasts of his excesses—the 
debauchee, of the number of his 
victims, and the gamester, of the 
fruits of his art and deceit. Thus 
many, at every period of life, 
glory in their shame! 

Reader, we entreat thee to 
weigh well the following consid- 
erations : 

1. He who laughs at sin, laughs 
while God frowns. God is angry 
with the wicked everyday. What 
is it that excites his anger ? What. 
is that by which his Spirit is 
vexed and grieved? What is 
that which occasions the sword 
of vengeance to hang over the 
heads of sinners? “Zhe wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against 
all wungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men.” And it the wrath ofa 
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king be as the roarime of a lion, 
how dre: adful must be the wi ‘ath 
of — Almighty God! 

He who makes light of sin, 
nll light of the miseries of all 
mankind. We livein a vale of 
tears,in which prisons and hos- 
pitals, and innumerabie other 1e- 
cepticles of wo impress the sol- 
emn truth, that the misery of man is 
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littie think the gay Llicentious 
st ~=9 
Vhom pleasure, power, atid affluence 
surzound 3 
ov. who their thouehiless hours in 
tev, lv Ulerr TAOUPUicSsS Ours Mm 
siddy mirth, 
And wanton, often cruel riot, waste 
Ali littie think they whiie Uiey dance 
‘ lone, 
] vy Fo} +} is *) mamen 
Ti bisa d acei, Ulis vers jnoment, 
Gesth, 
Ul the sad variety ofpain 
‘THOMPSON. 
3. To sport with sin, is to sport 
with death. For sin entered into 
1 ad t 3 . f > s 
the world, and death followed 
sin. And death has made this 


world like Golgotha, a place of 


skulils—nota fit place there for 
profane merriment. If all the 
bones of all the dead were colleted 
into one vast pile, and Jehu should 
ask, lVho slETU all these ? The an- 
swer must be, Sin tlew them all. 
Death stands between eternity and 
ities 
With o pe en Jaws—on such 
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‘Chat noneecan pass but must become 
Ju.3 pice. 

£, For a man to laugh at sin, 
is to laugh when he ought to 
mourn. Will any one make sport 
with his own disease? Sim is a 
ctiseuse. t is poisonous—it 1s fa- 
tal teo, unless the balm of Gil- 
ead, (the blood bf Christ) be ap- 
plied in time. Sm produces guilt 
and shame. Whenua man laughs 
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by which he has cheated himself. 
His conduct is not less absurd 
than wicked. ’Tis the folly ofa 
‘ool ianghing at his own fo/l; 

5. To make light of sin, is to 
make light of the pains of hell. 
For sin opened the bottomless pit. 
Sin is the parent of the worm that 
dieth not. Sin kindled the flames 
which shall never be quenched 
Sin leads to the place of weeping 
and waiting and gnashing cf tect. 

O careless, thoughtless sinner ! 
{s it alight thing to fali into the 
hands of the living God—to feel 
the weight of his curse—to dweil 
with everlasting burnings? Canst 
thou expect to enjoy sinful mirth 
with jovial companions in hell, 
from whence the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up forever and ever 
Consider this, ye that forget God, 
lest he tear you in pieces, and 
there be none ‘to deliver. Con- 
sider this before the great day cf 
his wrath iscome. ‘Think on your 
ways and turn your feet to his 
testimonies. In those testimonies 
you will finda Savior revealed. 
His name is Jesus. 

6. ‘Lo sport with sin, is to sport 
with the sorrows of Jesus. And 
this, considering the dignity of 
the person of Christ,is the most 
solemn and awful consideration 
that can be suggested. It were 
less yuilty to sport with fellow. 
creatures than with the Son of 
God. Never did any perzon sul 
fer so much from contempi as Je- 
sus did. He was blindfolded anc 
buffeted, and in the grossest man- 
ner insulted by the rabble in the 
high priest’s hall. Thea did they 

tin his face. Terod and be 
men of war set JEsus at no a} f. 
In: mockery, be was invested with 
apurp’erobe. A reed was pot in- 
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cule his pretensions toa kingdom. 
And when he was lifted upon the 
cross they mocked the pangs in 
which he died. Passing strangers 
waggedtheir heads, and said, Lf 
thou be the Son of God, come down 
from the cross. ‘he chiet priests, 


‘scribes and elders said with bitter 
sarcasm, /7e saved others—himself- 


he cannot save. And even the 
thieves, who were crucifed with 
him, cast the same in his teeth. 

And can you, O wanton sin- 
ner, join your voice to theirs, to 
insulthim ; can you trifle with 
Jesus, and make light of his pray- 
ers, his tears, and groans and 
bloody sweat in the garden of ag- 
ony, the severity - the scourge, 
and the torture of the crown of 
thorns ? O be persuaded to trace 
hie footsteps to Calvary. There 
stand and gaze, payse and pon- 
der. If at such a place, with such 
a scene, you can trifle, what would 
angels think ? * More struck with 
grief or wonder, who can tell ?” 
Around the bicody irce they press’d 

with strong s de sire, 
raat wond’ro: 13 sight tosee, the Lord 
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Let our readers, young ones es- 
pecially, be persuaded to commit 
to memory the following lines, 
which expres s in an agreeable 
manner, the substance of the pre- 
ceding remarks, and which, by 
the blessing of God, will well re- 
pay the trouble it may cost them : 


Who laughs at sin, laugisat his Ma- 
na Po Fyepyuary 
ACi Ss iTowns, 
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Laighsat the swordof vengeance o'¢ 


huis head ; 

Laughs at the great Receemer’s tears 
wnd-wounds, 

Who I; it for S.ii Dad mever wep. or 
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sweet 
saw wh 
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Whoteighs at sin, laughs at his own 
disease, 

Weicomcs approaching toripenis wi 
his smiles, 

Dares athis soul’s expense his 
please, 

Affronts his God+himeecif of bliss be- 
guiles. 

Who laughs at sin, sports with his 
cuilt and shame, 

Lauchs at the errors of 


fancy 


his senscless 
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Extract fromthe Minutes of the As- 
scciate Synod of Nerth America, 
at their meeting, at Canonslurgh, 


May, 1811. 


‘¢A motion was made, that the 
Synod determine whether the set- 
ting of slaves at liberty, by slave 
holders, shod bea term of com- 
munion in our church. 

‘6A communication from Mr. 
Dickson, in Carolina, was read, 


stating the views and wishes of 


the people in that part of the ur- 
ion, under the inspection of the 
Synod, on the subject, particular- 
ly that in the present situation of 
matters with them, the Synod 
Should exercise forbearance in 
the case, giving instructions in 
the mean timein regard te the 
treatment of those, who may be 
retained in bondage. 

“ After dismission, a preoras 
was made, and agreed to, that a 
Committee be appointed to alee 
ina report cf what indgement t the 
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Synod should come to on the sub- 
ject, embracing such regulations 
as the carrying of it into effect 
may seem to require. 

“The committee appointed, 
browght in a report, consisting of 
certain resolutions, which, after 
discussiun, were adopted, as fol- 
lows : 

‘1. That it isa moral evil to 
hold negroes, or their children, in 
perpetual slavery; or to claim 
the right of buying, and selling, 
or cf bequeathing them as trano- 
derable property. 

“2, That all persons, belong- 
ing to our communion, having 
slaves in possession, be directed 
to set them at liberty, unless pro- 
hibited from doing so by the civil 
law; but that, in those States 
when the liberation of slaves is 
rendered impracticable by the ex- 
isting luws, itis the duty of hold- 
ers of slaves to treat them with as 
much justice asif they were lib- 
erated; to give them suitable 
food and clothing ; tohave them 
taught to read, and instructed in 
the principles of religion; and, 
when their services may justly de- 
serve it,to give them additional 
compensation. 

‘© S3. That those slave hoiders, 
who refuse to rencunce the above 
claim, and to treat their slaves in 
the manner above specified, are 
uaworthy of belag admitted to, 
orretained in the fellowship of 

he Church of Christ. 
“4. That it may be lawful for 
persons im our communiop, to 
purchase negroess from those who 
ate hoiding them in absolute and 
perpetuai siavery, with a view to 


° . _ e + 
retain them in their service, until 


they are recompeased tor the 


moucy laid cutin the purchase 
of said shuves, provided it be done 
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with the consent of the negroes 


themselves 3 treating them, in the 


mean time, according to the se- 
cond regulation. 

5. ‘That it is the special duty 
of sessions to see that the above 
regulations be faithfully acted 
upon: but, before they be acted 


upon by any session, care shall be 


taken, in every congrevation, 
where the application of them is 
requisite, not only to have the 
people apprized, but instructed 


in the moral evil of the slave 
holding here contemplated.” 


evens 


NOTES ON SCRIPTURE. 


Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Moses gave 
you not that bread from heaven, 
but my father giveth you the true 
bread from heaven. John vi. 3°. 
By inserting the particle shat, 

our translators have given a very 

diferent sense to these words of 
our Lord. Any person who reads 
this verse, as it stands im our ver- 
sion, would naturally conclude, 
that our Lerd intended to deny, 
either that Moses had given the 
fathers of the Jews manna, or, 
that the manna came from heav- 
en. Dut, all the blessings God 
bestowed on their fathers, came 
through Moses, the mediator be- 
tween God and Israel, and the 
manna is expressly called coin of 
heaven, 1 John Ixxviit. 24, to 
which they evidently refer, ver. 
$t. Our Lord, in his answer, in- 
tended, neither to depreciate Mo- 
ses, nor to object to the words of 
the Psalmist; but, to intimate, 
that the biead from heaven, 
which Moses gave them, was bu! 
a shadow cf him, v.he is the true 








bread. * Verily, verily, I say 
ainto you, Moses gave you not the 
bread from heaven, but my Fa- 
ther giveth you the true bread 
fromheaven. For the bread of 
God is he, (or that,) which com- 
eth down from heaven, and giv- 
eth life unto the world,” Still 
they misunderstood him, and ask- 
ed him to give them this bread. 
He replies, ver. 35, and 48, “I 
am the bread of life.” He then 

roceeds to show the superiority 
of the true bread over the manna, 
which was buta figure. “ This 
is the bread, which came down 
from heaven ; notas your fathers 
did eat manna, and are dead ; he 
that eateth of this bread shall live 
forever,” ver. §8. Scrigture Mag. 
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TRANSLATIONS OF ISAIAH Xiil. 


19—21. 

What! blind to my servant? 
and deaf to my messenger I have 
sent? What! blind to the peace- 
maker ? and blindto the servant 
of Jehovah? ‘Thou hast seen 
(mighty things,) miracles, but 
dost not regard; thine ears are 
open, yet thou wilt net hear. 
Jehovah dilighteth in his right- 
eous One; he will prosper and 
Lonor his administration. id. 


=== 


MISAPPLICATION OF SCRIPTURE*® 


Neither shall they say, Lo bere! or 
Lo there! for behold” the kingdom 
of God is within-you. Luke xvii. 
ZI. 

Hence, say some, religion is 
seated in the heart. ‘This is an 
Amportant truth ; for nothing can 
be pleasing to God, when the 
heart and affections are not en- 
gaged; butiris not contained 


Misapplicution of Scripiure.— Anecdote. 
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inthis passage. The Jews, as 
they looked for a temporal Prince, 
and worldly kingdom, expected 
they would appear with mucli 
noise and show. “ The king- 
dom of God,” saith Jesus, ** com- 
eth not with observation.” It 
has come with so little pomp and 
show, that it is actually setting 
up among you, and yet you do 
not perceive it. The kingdom 
of God is among you. 
Lbid. 


p | 


Anecdote of the late Lord 
B——d, one of the Sena- 
tors of the College of Jus- 
lice. 


A few years before his Lord- 


-ship’s death, when he and another 


of the judges were on the autum- 
nal circuit, the court met ona 
Saturday, at one of the country 
towns, where the assizes are usu- 
ally held. After going through 
the customary forms, and doing 
some business of no great impor- 
tance, they adjourned till Mon- 
day. Atthe close of the meeting, 
one of thejurymen, a gentleman 
of large fortune, earnestly re- 
quested the judges to permit him 
togo home. ‘The only answer 
he received was a pressing invita- 
tion to dine with them, which he 
promised to do, adding, that he 
hoped they would have the good- 
ness to allow him to leave town 
in the evening. The company 
at dinner was very numerous. 
The two judges sat at the head 
of the table. Several lawyers, 
and many gentlemen from the 
country around, besides the ma- 
gistrates of the burgh, were pres- 
ent. Not long after dinner, the 
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22 Ancceote of Lord B. 


gentleman above mentioned re- 
newed his request, and very earn- 
estly begged that their Lordships 
would give him leave to go home. 
“Whar is all your hurry to get 
*“ home,” said Lord B. “ why 
* should not you remain here as 
** well as others, and do your du- 
“ty to your country?” “ My 
‘© Lord,” replied the gentleman, 
‘‘] shall tell you,—This year, I 
“‘am a great farmer. A good 
‘‘ deal of my corn is cut duwn, 
“*and owing to the bad weather 
*“¢which we have had for some 
«‘time past, I fear that much of 
‘itis ina sad condition. Yes- 
** terday and to-day the weathér 
‘shas been much better, and, I 
‘¢ dare say, by to-morrow, some 
<¢ of it will be ready to take in.’’ 
«© Surely,” said Lord B. * You 
“¢ do not tmhean to make your ser- 
*‘ yants take in corn on Sunday.” 
¢¢T do, my Lord,” answered the 
gentleman, “ and I don’t think 
‘that they can be better employ- 


«ed than in saving the fruits of 


«¢ the earth for the use of man and 
‘beast. I am persuaded that 
«God Almighty will be better 
* pleased to see them employed 
Sin that useful work, than at- 
‘*tending any charch whatever ; 
‘‘and itis my decided opinion, 
‘‘that at this season, especially 
¢‘in such broken weather as we 
‘*have had for some time past, 
«the country people should be 
“enjoined, instead of going to 
s6 church, to improve every Sun- 
*¢. Gay, when the weather is rood, 
“in removing to the barn-yard 
‘all the corn that ts fitfor taking 
$ in.” 

Before he had finished this last 
sentence, Lord 3. drew himse!f 
forward on his chair with consid- 
erable agitation, and looking at 


(Jax. 


him ina manner that shewed he 
was not well pleased, he said, 
with an elevated tone that pro- 
duced a complete silence in the 
company, and in that broad Scot- 
tish accent which his Lordship 
commonly used, and which some- 
times gave particular emphasis to 
what he said, “* Sir, You are eure- 
“ly not thinking what you are 
“saying. Were you todo what 
“you propose, it would, in the 
‘“‘ first place be such an outrage 
‘stich a gross violation of the 
‘ Jaws of your country, as should 
*‘ not be suffered to pass unpun- 
“ished ; and if any of his Majes- 
“ ty’s justices of the peace near 
‘you did not lay your feet fast, 
“ they would net do their duty. 
“In the second place, Sir, it 
‘** would be a most gross violation 
“ofthe commandments of Al- 
“mighty God; and, itis absurd 
“to say that, He will be better 
“< p’eased to see us and our Ser- 
* vants breaking his command- 
*‘ ments than keeping them. Be- 
“sides, Sir, in the third place, 
“* your conduct would discover 
“such a distrust in the Providence 
** of God, as a man that cal/s him- 
*¢ self a Christian, should, at least, 
*““think shame to oewa.—Sit still, 
*‘ Sir, where you are, for you 
“ shall not get away till the bust- 
“ness of the court is over in thit 
*‘ place.’ As his Lordship said 
this, his colleague {the late Sir 
‘Thomas Miller, afterwards Presi- 
dent of the Court of Session) lay- 
ing his hand on Lord B.’s shoul- 
der and smiling, satd to him, 
* My Lord I always knew that 
“your Lordship wasa great law- 
** yer, but I did not know before 
* that you was so great a divine.” 
* Aslong as I hve,” resumed 
Lord B. in his warm, animated 
















tone, * I shall think it my duty to 
‘set my face against all unne- 
‘‘ cessary working on the Sabbath 
“day. Works of real necessity 
‘“ must be done, If a flood come 
“down, and your grain is in dan- 
‘ger of being carried away and 
** lost, certainly your people can- 
‘* not be better employed than in 
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* saving it. It is their duty 
“‘ then to work rather than go to 
“church. But for people to 
‘‘ lead in cornon Sunday, when 
“‘ there is no urgent necessity for 
‘it, is what, I hope, will never be 
*‘ tolerated in any Christian coun- 
6s try.” 


Cio 


‘Heetigious Intelligence. 





AN ACCOUNT OF THE 


RELIGIOUS RBVIVALS IN PITTSFORD. 


( Continued from page 374 of Vol. IT) 


Ar rer the third revival had termin- 
aied in autumn, A. D. 1808, the con- 
ference and prayer meetings were in 
gencral still cvomtinued. * Christians 
had great satisfaction in attending 
them. Ofthe gleaning ofthis spiritu- 
al harvest, with few of recent conver- 
sion, and of those who came with let- 
iers, in the years 1809 and 1810, 
twelve united with the church. For 
the most part, those who had obtained 
nz hope of sanctification, appeared to 
maiutain the life and practice of reli- 
— At length, however, by imper- 
septible degrees, like the falling of a 
river, which had been raised by a copi- 
Olls Shower ofrain, the fervor of atien- 
tion began to abate; there was less 
punctuality, on the part of many, as to 
religious duty, and alamentable luke- 
wariuness crept in among us. After 

wbout wo years had passed, in the au- 
tum nnal 1 nonths of 1810, scenes of levity 
bez2n to be introduced by a number of 
he - ‘oath, in consequence of which, tie 
eolsciences of some were seared with a het 
dren, and the people of God were great- 
ly alarmed! Thereé was never, per- 
haps, a deeper sensation, or a greater 
anxiety, manifested by the church in 
this — One ball had originated in 
those scenes of fevity. Foundation 
was laid amply sufficient for the exis 
ence of another at the subsequent anni- 

thanksgis 
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Sueh at least was ihe melancholy pres- 
peet before us as regarded some. Te 
the honor of those heads of families 
who professed the religion of Jesus, 
as well as to the honorof the religion 
they professed, it is grateful to say, 
that, almost without anacception, their 
children were very far from doing any 
thing with a view to promote an object, 
which was so vile in the sight of God, 
and so afilictive to his peopie. At the 
time of the sacred festival of thanksgiv- 
ing, some of the youth were preparing 
for a dancing assembly. Others (by 
far the greater part) were caleulating 
to atiend their anniversary cenferetce, 
which, in the autumn of 1808, they had 
substituted for their anniversary 
thanksgiving ball. By many, it was 
thought expedie nt, that something 
should be exhibited in the thanksgiv- 
ing sermon, to warn the careless and 
secure against the impiety of making a 
religious occasiona preluce to carnal 
festivity and mirth. Others question- 
ed the expediency of saying any thing 
in the pulpit concerning Bails at this 
particular time, lest it should give of- 
dence, and induce the young people to 
attend with greater zeal. It was re- 
pecan that the surest way to make 
them dance was to preach against it. 
Since the event was propitious ; and 
is {Urever to be re em bered with grat- 
is Marvellous grace ; 
ie general heads ee the sermen, and 
the inferences v il il be stated in (hy i 
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for those who practice introducing ¢ar- 
nal music and dancing on the solemn 
occasion of thanksgiving. The textis 
contained in Ephesians v. 5. Neither 


filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, 


which are not convenient: but rather 
giving of thanks. 
In this passage is evidently compris- 


ed the doctrine, that 


LEVITY IS INCONSTSTENT WITR 
THANKSGIVING: 


Fr. Shew when persons may be said te 
be guilty of levity 

Il. Shew when “they may be said to 
give thanks. 

lil. Support the doctrine, that levi- 
ty is inconsistent with thanksgiving 


Improv emenit. 


t. If levity is inconsistent with 
thanksgiving ; then it is criminal to 
engage init. 

2. Levity being inconsistent with 
thanksgiving, it is criminal to encour- 
age it. 

"3. Levity being inconsistent with 
thanksgiving, how impious it must be 
to make this sacred day a prelude to 
it! 

4. If levity is inconsistent 
thanksgiving ; 
every one to bear a faithful testimony, 
= use ail his influenee, against it. 

. If ‘levity is inconsistent with 
tharkagiving then to see it creeping 
in, with its various, and ill-boding as- 
pects, among'a people who have been 
highly favored, from time te time, by 
the outpourings of tlre Holy Spirit, is 
very lamentable, and greatly alarm- 
ing ! 

6. If levity is inconsistent with 
thanksgiving ; then all whe make this 
sacred festival introductory toa carnal 
assembly, and the dancing of vain ido}- 
atry, have reason to expect their bles- 
sings will become a eurse. 

7. If levity is inconsistent with 
thanksciving; then the reasonahle- 
ness of the divine displeasure against 
those who indulge themselves in it, 
25 expressed it various passages of 
seri ipture, is obvious. Exodus 32, 6, 

7—19, 28. 1 Cor. 10, 6—9. Ich. 
21, 11—20. Psal.2,4. Isa. 5, 11,12, 
#4. Amos 5, 23. Eph. 5,5—5. Gal. 
5, 19—21. 1 Cor. 6,9,10. Rev. 21, 
& Like 12, 19,20. Luke 6, 25. 


8, If levity is inconsisteat 


with 


with 


ivals of Religion in Pittsford. 


then itis the daty of 
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thanksgivitig; then letus all avoid it» 
and be truly thankful to God for“ the 
multitude of his tender mereics.” 

Inthe evening of thanksgiving day, 
the gr eatest part of the youth atiended 
4 religious conference. But, to our 
great surprise; some went from the 
house of God to the house of mirth! 
Regardless of the advice and weining, 
which had been given them, they went 
to their own company; they preferred 
* the counsel of the ungedly,” “ the’ 

vay of sinners ag “the seat of the 
scornful.” Yet, 2 s appeared ofierward, 
they could not ail of them. c feetually 
brave the remonstranecs of theiz con- 
scicnees- "Fhere was “re (OO pares 
ful io be m itigated, and a voice toe 
loud to be hushed by the sound cf the 
viol, orthe clatier of ridicule. Gne,. 
in spite of resistance, was seized with 
such horror and dismay as to Cepart 
with precipitance from the distressing 
scene. Another, deeply impressed 
with a view of the solemnities of eter. 
nity, and with a sense of sin and guilt, 
csuld not but feel, hat every one, who 
was following the sound of the viul, 
was “set in slippery places,” and 
dancing over the flames of an endless 
hell! T hus, “ever in laughter,” says 
the wise man, “ the heart is sorrowfu 1; 
and the end of that mirth is heaviness.” 
How strikingly was this verified on 
this occasion, evil in itself; but, by 
the power and grace ef God, events: ally 

rendered subservient to good. - Sure. 
ly the wrath of man shall praise thee : 
the remainder of wrath shalt thou re- 
strain.” Whata gloom it must heave 
cast upon this scene of levity, for any 
to desert them with horror, and for the 
spectacle of astonishment ‘still to be 
exhibited i in their presence, their “cov~ 

nant with death” being ‘ disannui- 
led.” and their “ agreement with hell 
not” able to “stand.” But in these 
circumstances, and at this time, the 
fourth revival of religion in Pittsford 
may be said to have commenccd. 

In the evening ofthe next day after 
thanksgiving, the youth very general- 
ly attended their anniversary confer- 
ence. The Rev. Abijah Wines’ ser- 
mon against vain amusements, was 
read by one of igs he 2 arently, to very 
good effect. There wus a solemnity 
exhibited, which is , peculia: 7 to seasons 
of special attention. In the course of 
the meeting, there was not only a deep 
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eoncern depicted in eVery countenance, 
but Many were so much affected as to 
weep. It was avery solemn, tender, 
and conciliating interview. Even the 
hearts of those who had manifested 
the greatest hardness and stupidity, 
appeared to melt as “ wax before the 
firc.” Much was said in opposition to 
the various kinds of levity to which 
youth, in times ofcarnal security, are 
lamentably addicted. Yet mone seem- 
ed to take offence. Only the evening 
before this, a melancholy separation 
had taken place, between those who 
attended the conference, and those who 
attended the ball. Those, who prefer- 
red the vanity and folly of the ball- 
chamber, could despise the counsel, 
which had been given them, and look 
upon the ones who attended the confer- 
ence, with scorn, withenvy, and con- 
tempt. Those, who listened to the 
voice of instruction, and preferred the 
worship of God in the conference, pray- 
ed very specially and earnestly for the 
ones who attended the ball. Some, in- 
deed, as they afterward testified, were 


conscious, while they were ur the ball- . 


room, that those, who were im the con- 
ference, were making them the subjects 
of their prayers, and the objects of 
their pity. There was a painfal pros- 
pect, that a line of distinction, be- 
tween these two classes of the youth, 
with unhappy circumstances, would be 
perpetually drawn. Butnowthe wall 
of partition was broken down. All, 
with surprising cordiality, met togeth- 
er, in the anniversary conference. 
Some, who had attended the ball, were 
under thorough conviction. None, in- 
deed, were more ardently opposed 
than they, to all scenes of levity. The 
rest were put to silence at least; so 
that the greatest degree of faithfulness 
could be exereised, in warning the 
youth against every kind of earnal 
amusement, without its being reccived 
otherwise than with candor, and with 
feeling and respectful attention. What 
a surprising change! What oceasion 
for gratitude and praise‘to God! The 
prospect of another revival, so soon, 
was wonderful! It wasa thing so un- 
common in the dispensationsof grace, 
and so unexpected, we eould scarcely 
lselieve our owneyes. Yet the “ tokens 
for good” were so obvieus, we were 
constrained to believe, that “ the time 
Was come, the time fkat the Lord’s 
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house should be built.” This was the 
6th of December 1810. Directly after- 
ward, it appeared, that several more of 
the youth were under serious impress- 
ions. The delightful prospect of a 
glorious work was daily extended. 

On December 10, the school was 
opened by the mills,* in which there 
was afterward awonderful display of 
divine grace. In compliance with the 
request of the youth,a sermon was 
here preached, Dec. 25th, from Eecl. 
12,1. “Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, fior the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them.” There was pro- 
found attention, and an increasing ap- 
pearance of the out-pouring of the Di- 
vine Spirit. 

On the first Sabbath in January 1851, 
there was a striking indication of a re- 
ligious revival in the house of God. 
There was a.great concourse, snd as 
deep, inquisitive attention,as if some 
strange event had oceurred, which 
had become an ebject of great surprise 
and concern. In the evening, at the 
conference by the mills, there was a 
very great crowd of people, wonderful 
selemnity, and anextraordinary manie 
festation of the Divine Presence. 
Here it was reported, that a certain 
young man was under very distressing 
conviction, and that there was danger 
of his getting into a delirium. The 
next Tuesday, it was discovered, that 
2nother young man was under serious 
alarm and solicitude for his eternal 
welfare. On Thursday, January 10th, 
a number of the youth, who “were 
“ebonegge = their heart,” eame to my 

ouse, with the interesting’ inquiry 
“ What must Idotobe saved?” Itis 

impossible, that people should fully 
realize how interesting such an inter- 
view must be, on such an occasion, te 
their minister. In the afternoon ofthe, 
same day, there was much promise-o 
good at the fortnight chureh meeting. 
Tt was universally conceded, that the 
Lord had come, in very deed, to “'re- 
yive usagain.” Anew conference was 
requested to be instituted by the meet- 
ing-house, that the people in the centre 
village might have the opportunity of 
attending on Sabbath evenings. 
Jan. 11. Therewasaverv great as- 


* Amue southeast from the laceting- 
house. 
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sembly of the young people. By one of 
them the meeting was opened with 
prayer. The object was to remove 
stumbling biocks.. For joining too 
much with the world in vain conversa- 
tion and play, nine whohad been pro- 


-fessors of religion, exhibited their 


confession ; and “publicly turned their 
backs on all such vanities.” 
companions the event was very surpris- 
ing and affecting. The whole assem- 
bly was apparently deeply solemnized, 
and sensibly moved by the power of 
God. Many, as appeared afterward, 
received their first serious impressions 
on hearing’ 
Their eyes were opened to see the in!- 
quity and danger of: light and vain 
conversation and amusements. They 
were stripped of their objections a- 
gainst Christians, and convinced of the 
necessity of that experimental religion, 
which they were sensible they did not 
possess. At this meeting, President 
Edwards’ sermon on “ Joseph’s tempt- 
ation and deliverance,” was read, ap- 
phrently to very good'effect.. It had 
the strictest attention paid to it. 

Jan. 13th, Sabbath evenintg, a confer- 
encé was opened near the meeting 
house. It was a very solemn, impres- 
sive, and interesting meeting. On 
Tuesday evening, alecture was preach- 
ed by the mills. ‘There was a throng- 
ed assembly as silent as death. From 
day to dav, during this week, the youth 
were flocking to my house, with the 
interesting mquiry, what they must do 
to besaved. On Friday, there was a 
eonfetence of the youth, in which was 
a greater appearance than ever, if pos- 
sible, ofa wonderful work of the Holy 
Spifit. _@ solemn silence pervaded 
the assembly ;' the heads of many were 
dropped with grief; their hearts were 
wrung with anguish. Here it wasan- 
nounced thatnew instances of convic- 
tion were almost every day taking place. 
Theerder and regularity of this eon- 
ference, as well as of others, unifornily, 
in this place, were as strict and pro- 
found as ina_ worshipping assembly, 
@n the Lord’s dav, where the special 
presence and influence of God are man- 
ifested. Every individual was seri- 
ously attentive to what wassaid; nev- 
er but one spoke at a time; every min- 
ute was zealofsly improved, and the 
solemn considerations, which Were ex- 
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hibited, were obviously accompanied: 
with deep impressions. 

At this time, the Lord was perform-- 
ing “wonders of grace” in the schocl 
by the mills. This school consisted of 


more than a hundred scholars ; many of 


whom were professors of religion, hope- 
fully born into the kingdom in “the 
times of” the. second and third “re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord.” 
A large number of the non-professors 
were subjects of strong convictions. 
Many of them were so deeply affected 
with a sense of their situation as trans- 
gressors, that, for a number of days, 
they were unable to study their lessons. 
This was the situation of more or less 
at a time for several weeks. There be- 
ing but very few in the school who had 
not some serious impressions, it was 
often more like a solemn religious 
meeting thana nursery of human kiter- 
ature. Yet,onthe whole,as the con- 
victions of each individual were gener- 
ally of but few days continuance, and 
as many ofthe scholars would other- 
wise liave wasted much of their pre- 
cious time in folly, itwas thought by 
the judicious, that they were gainers 
in point of school education. As to 
play, in the time of the intermission, it 
could scarcely be said, that there was 
any suchthing. The time was improv- 
ed, either in praying, or in reading the 
holy scriptures, or inreligious conver- 
sation. ‘‘ Thenthey that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another ;” and 
we doubt not but many of them willbe 
the Lord’s “inthe day when ke shail 
make up his jewels.” 

Monday, Jan. 21. A young man visit- 
ed me, with an awful sense of his situ- 
ation asa transgressor of Ged’s holy 
law. He informed, that. the occasion 
of his distress was his discovery of the 
constant practice of avery aged per- 
son praying in sccret. When he first 
observed it, Le atiempted to make a 
ridicule of it. But soon, his sins all 
rushed irresistibly into his view as 
mountains, too great cver tobe iorgnv- 
en. For anumber of wecks, before he 
hopefully obtained substantial reliet,. 
he was, in the extreme, a poor, dis- 
tressed, and pitiable object. 

On Tuesday, a sermon was preached 
to the youth ‘and children of the scheo! 
by the mills, from Psal. 34, L1. “Come 
yechildren, hearkon uniome: I wilk 
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teach you the fear of the Lord.” 


Though several of the people in that 


neighborhood, were known to tarry at 
‘home, that the children might have 
room, yet there was a very crowded 
assembly. Many present appeared to 
be in the highest state of mental an- 
giish. Their’countenances indicated, 
that the thoughts of their situation 
‘were terrible to them; and that they 
were expecting nothing from God but 
inexorable wrath and eternal burnings. 

On Wednesday evening, a young 
‘convert, calling at my house, reported, 
that one of his associates, who had 
been Wavering as to the doctrines, had, 
in consequence of reading the Rev. 
Thomas Williams’ sermons, become 
confirmed, and settled in the truth; 
and could gono more after those who 
had been endeavoring to prejudice his 
mind againstit: that another young 
man, Who was under conviction, had 
been induced to accompany such as 
were opposed to “ the doctrines of the 
reformation,” that they had said, there 
was goodness in his reading the Bible, 
in his praying, and attending religious 
meetings; but, that he wis convinced, 
ihathe was never farther from cxer- 
cising Or possessing any goodness in 


all his life ; that he knew from his ex- . 


perience and observation, that his 
heart was full ofdesperate wickedness; 
that there was no goodness in any 
thing he had ever done; and that ho 
believed it was sinful, dangerous, and 
ever presumptuous, to follow after 
those who had endeavored to make 
hua think otherwise cf himself, and of 
hisconduct. They had attempted to 
persuade him to belicve with them, 
that conviction Constitutes the repent- 
ance of godly sorrow for sin, which the 
gospel requires ; and that-a person un- 
der conviction isa christian. Ue be- 
lieved, thatif any One in this situation, 
could be made to think his convittion 
Was religion, his conviction would im- 
mediately cease, and the poor deludzd 
wretch would be transported with 
scifish joy. These remarks were made 
by one who but a few wecks before, 
had been following after the professed 
opposers of what henow considered the 
truth. He had been virnlent in his 
exertions against “the faith which 
Was once delivered to the séints;” but 
lad become, as he still remains, a 


hopeful child of God, and a zealous ad- 
vocate of Apostolic doctrine. 

Atthe church meeting, on Thurs- 
day, ina remarkable measure was pour- 
ed upon the Christian brethren, “the 
spirit of grace and of supplications.’ 
There was great fervor of confession, 
thanksgiving and prayer. Some were 
too much affected toutter. The tame 
Was principally spentat the throne of 
grace. Fromell we ‘couid learn res- 
pecting the workof the Lord, it ap- 
peared, thatthe revival was still in- 
creasing; that there were new instal- 
ces of awakening every day; thai these, 
who were subjects of the work, were 
universally convinced of the total de- 
pravity of their hearts, and of the ab- 
solute‘certainty of their destruction, 
without an inward and special change 
by the powerof the Holy Spirit ; thet 
‘conviction was becoming more deep 
and affecting in the minds of those who 
were convicted, one only excepted ; 


that some ef them had such a view of 
their sinfulness, and of the anger of 


God against them for their wickendess, 
thev dared not attempt to pray; but 


‘anxiously solicited the prayers of those 


whom they viewed as the peopleol 
God; that they were strongly mn- 
pressed with the idea, that, if they 
did not obtain religion in this. revival, 
they never should; that every oppor- 
tunity was improved with avidity to 


obtain a religious interview ; that ma- 

fy were convicted by means of those, 
a 

who Were already under the distresses 


and horrors of their consciences ;_ and, 
ina word, that some Were regoicingun 
the truth. 

Fyiday was'a day remarkably cold. 
But, occasioned by the death ofa 
youth, @ funeral sermon was preached 
atthe meeting-house, from Eccl. 11, 
10. “Therefore remove sorrow from 
thy heart, and put away evil frem thy 
flesh: for childhood and youth are van- 
ity.’ There were just children and 
youth enough present to fill all the 
body-pews. There were as many as 
could attend from five schools. The 
meurners taking two of the body-pews, 
the residue of the children and youth 
sat in the wall-pews; where were also 
the heads offamilies. The very sight 
of such anassembly was affecting and 
astonishing! Many of them were ap- 
parently very deeply oppressed with 












































erties 468 RE > 


WAT es 


ids garg sion 17. Sate 


ee 


oe we 


Se ees Len 


ya pee ERE 


Sea ac 


ete Oak 


eT 
. in SNe SS 
















































































28 Revivals of Religion in Pittsford 


grief, and witha view of their sintul 
and mortal state. It was devoutly te 
be hoped, that such a scene would be 
tollowed with salutary effects. 

Saturday was ahaicyon day. It was 
atime ofdeliverance. At the prayer- 
inceting in the evening, a number of 
the youih came forward with “a new 
song in their mouths, even praise to 
our God.” = Three gave hopeful evi- 
cence of their having this day experi- 
enced a radical change. There was 
“ great joyin this city.” 

Sabbath Jan. 27. In the house of 
God, there was a Bethel ; “* the words 
of ihe wise Were as goads, fastened as 
nails by the masters of assemblies,” 
and “given irom onc Shepherd.” 
Pursuant to a previous agreement of 
the church, ata number of the dwe!- 
ling houses im the village, the inter- 
NUussi0R Was spent inreligioW#s conver- 
sation, and prayer. My house was the 
resort of the youth. Some of them 
were swectly solemn, cheerful and se- 
rene. Others were remarkably de- 
pressed with grief and distress of con- 
science. Thetime was improved by 
conference with them, individually, 
and by prayer. When the church as- 
sembicd, in the afternoon, “ knowl- 
edge was takenof them, that they had 
beea with Jesus.” The benefit of prayer 
wasevidently realized, during the 
whole scene of the afternoon service, 
which was silent and solemnas death. 

he sermon was from Matth. 11, 
“2. “But! say unto you, It shall be 
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the day of judgment, than for you.” 

- The doctrine was this; It will be worse 
for sinners in the day af judgment, 
who perish from under the puculiar 
aivantages, which they entoy in this 
place, than for Tyre snd Sidon. Ma- 
uy imthe assembly appeared to be 
Geepiy sensib.c of the amazing reality 
of this sentiment. In the evening, 
there was x thienged conference by the 
mills; it might aimost We said, * ‘nso- 
much that there was no room to recieve 
them no not so much as about the door.” 
‘The meeting was very impressive and 
alarming te unbelievers, und comfori- 
ing tu the people of God. With the 
sweeiest clogience, “the tongues of 
S.aMbicrers spoke plainly.” A 
young man, who, for a mumber of 
woeks, had been Jn an agony of convic- 
Wons, O-came science, comfortable, rec- 
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onciled, and began the everlasting 
song of praise to the ever blessed and 
adorable Redeemer. The conference, 
likewise, in the centre, was so crowded 
that the people could not be accommo- 
dated with seats. 
In another district, a lecture wes 
preached, this evening, from Jer. 9, 1. 
“ Oh that my head were waters, and 
yaine eyes afcuntain oftears, that J 
might weep day and night for the slain 
of the daughter of my people.” This 
passage Was selected with the view of 
applying a discourse to the state of the 
people. There had been no conferen- 
ces among them for about three months. 
Tocall their attention to a view of 
their deplorable situation, was deemed 
necessary and highly important. There 
was, providentially, a multitude as- 
sembled, of every description and de- 
nomination. The doctrine, urged from 
the text, was this ; In the time o7 are- 
ligious declension, there are many 
things taking place, which are lament- 
able to the true Christian. To illus- 
trate the doctrine, it was proposed, 
first, toshew what things ; and second- 
lv, why they are lamentable to the true 
Christain. Thou art the man” was 
intended, and was so understood ; but 
was, apparently, received with univer- 
sal candor, and with very affectionate 
attention. 

After the lecture, we had a confer- 
ence. Several were moved to speak 
with pathetic lamentation. With their 
eyes gushing with tears, they made 
very feeling address to the assembly. 
Tirst one, and then another, exclaim- 
ed, “Oh that my head were waiers, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, thai 
I might weep dsy and night for my 
sins.’ Confessing their iniquitics, 
they lamented their backslidings. It 
seemed, indeed, that there was ground 
tohope they had not “slidden back, 
bv aperpetual backsliding ;” and that 
they would not “hold fast deceit,” 
and “refuse to return.” Two men,in 
particular, arose, between whom there 
had been an unhappy disagreement, ond 
confessed to each other, and to ail 
whom they had offended. One of them 
kneeled first, and made a very cariest 
acknowledgement. They both con- 
fessed upon their knees, The evcnt 
was so unexpected, the whole assem- 
bly seemed to be affected as with 2 
cleceie shock. Asi wept; some €: 
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ed, at first, audibly, by surprise ; 
they instantly endeavored to suppress 
their feeluyes ; but many sobbed, and 
many rejoiced; so that as when the 
second temple was built, it was diffi- 
cult to distiaguish between the weep- 
ing and rejoicing. 
Gn Monday, Jan. 28th, a young man, 
who had beer awfully opposed to the 
work, and awfully convicted of his in- 
iquity and folly, was rclieved from sor- 
row, delivered from darkness, and hope- 
fully reconciled to God. In the evening, 
about ferty of the youth assembled 
with the view ofhaving a free conver- 
sation, and of relating the exercises of 
ther minds. One observed, that she 
was first alarmed by the young peo- 
ple’s confession. She tried to shake 
itoit; but her soul-became exceeding 
sorrowful. She had such piercing an- 
guish in the view of her sin and guilt, 
thatshe could neither eat, nor rest, 
nor read her book. She felt herself to 
be sensibly opposed to God. She view- 
cd his requirements as too strict, and 
his dealings unjust, in having mercy on 
others, and not on herself. She con- 
tinued in this unhappy situation, until 
dust Saturday; when she was attempt- 
ing to pray, allatonce, every thing ap- 
peared lovely. The truth looked love- 
ly. The law, which had appeared so 
waireasonably strict ; the dispensations 
of tive divine government ; Christians ; 
every thing, appeared lovely; and she 
thought herself very happy to be in 
the hands of a sovereign and hoiy Ged. 
Another said, her situation was dread- 
ful! She had offended God, who was 
angry with her every day! and there 
‘Wwasnothingin which she could find 
any comfort or satisfaction. To anoth- 
eritseemed, that there was no good 
in her heart; thatit was impossible to 
vo ail that God required of her ; and 
that all her thoughts were nothing but 
wickedness und enmity against God, 
and the dispensation of his grace. An- 
other sail, his mind was variable; he 
knew not What to think of himself; he 
Was sensibse, that he was opposed to 
God; and was afraid, that he was giv- 
cn upto blindnessef mind, and hard- 
ness oiheart. Another wus sensibie, 
inathe “as very wicked, and that he 


deserved nothing from the hand of 


God but eternal punishment. His cou- 
vietioa Was occasioned by the faithful 
svarning ofa child, whe talked with 
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him all the way as they were going 
home from a prayer-meeting. He had 
eeeintes that all were going tc, be 
istians but himself. Anothey had 
so sinned against God, ho was afraid 
he should go down to everlasting 
burnin He was convinced, that he 
hated the Bible, and every thing that 
was good; so that, ifhe were in heav- 
en without a change of heart, he should 
be completely miserable. Another had 
experienced great trials by his unbe- 
lief and irreconciliation. He had been 
particularly opposed to the doctrine 
of election; though, at present, it ap- 
peared easy to be understood. On 
hearing it explained, he manifested ar- 
dent desire, that it might be explain- 
ed in the same manner to some of his 
acquaintance, who were opposed to 
it; for he thought it was so piain and 
beautiful, and that they all must see it 
as he did. He wondered, when it was 
so easy, that he had never seen it so 
lovely and beautiful before. Happy lit- 
tle lad! In his frankness and simpli- 
city, thus manticsting his love of the 
truth, and zealous concern for the 
good ofothers, though he had no idea, 
that he had become a Chiistian; vet, 
in this artless and unafected manner, 
he induced others to hope, that he was 
born of Ged. One had obtained an idea, 
that he had experienced a spiritual 
change, Who had been taught to dis- 
beiicve in “the doctrines of thé’ refor- 
mation.” His mind had been particu- 
larly prejudiced against the doctrine 
of election. But there was something 
always whispering in his ear, that clec- 
tion Was true. It was unquestionabiy 
his conscience. But they had toid 
him, :t was the devil. Gne had been 
awakened, hike John Bunyan, by his 
own dreadfui profancness; another, 
by the cbservations of one of the young 
converts; another, by a represenio- 
tion of the awfol death of Thomas 
Paine ; another, by a sermon to the 
young people. ‘though a variety of 
mieans were providentially impreved to 
arrest theirattention; yoi all who were 
awakened, were “reproved of sin, and 
of righteousness, and of judgement.” 
Esch one was made sensible of the sore 
evil of sin, and of what must be the in- 
evitable, aud dreadiul consequence, 1n- 
less he -shouid be “created anew in 
Chrest Jesus unte ood works.” Some 
were napressed with the idea, that 
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now was the only opportunity they 
should ever have to make their peace 
with God; and that if they misimprov- 


ed it, they should de lost for ever. ' 
This meeting was to them very inter-* 


esting and instructive, and promising 
of good effects. The children and 
‘youth had abundant evidence of the 
necessity, importance, and reality of 
the work of efficacious grace among 
them; and those, who were under con- 
viction, appeared to themselves to be 
“waxing worse and worse.” 

Let no objection be made against the 
work on account ef the childhood and 
youthfulness of its subjects. Abraham, 


“the father of the faithful, “command- 


ed his children and his household after 
him;” and the promise was, that 
“they should keep the way of the 
Lord.” Gen. 18,19. “Their keeping 
the way of the Lord” certainly implied 
regeneration. What-canbe more-cvi- 
dent than that children ere included 
with their parents in that holy cove- 
nant which God “commanded toa 
¢aousand generations 2?” ‘The Lord 
thy God,” it is said, “shall circumcise 
thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, 
to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, that thou 
mayest live.” Deut. 30,6. “JZ will 
pour my Spirit upor thy segd, and my 
dlessing @pon thine ofispring : And they 
shall spring up as among the grass, as 


~ willows by the watev-courfes.” Isa. 44, 


3,4 Hewcould this prediction .and 
promise. be fulfilled without arevival of 
religion among the children and youth ? 
Speaking of what should take place un- 


dcr the present dispensation of the gos. 


nel, God says to his people, “Thy 
children also shall be 2s aforetime ;” 
that is, connected with their parents in 
covenant. Jer. 30, 20. For they are 
the seed of the blessed of the Lord, 
and their offspring with them.” Isa. 65, 
23. “ For ail shal! know me, from the 
least to the greatest.” Heb. 8,11. “For 
of such is the kingdom ofGod.”” Mark 
10,14. “For the proniise is to you, 
and to your children.” Acts 2, 39, 
‘Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before 
me.” And he shalf turn the heart of 
the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children tp thew fathers, 
dest Leomeandsmite the carth witha 


‘[Juan. 


curse.” Mal. 3, 2, and 4, 6. “ That 
the blessing of Abraham might ceme 
on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; 
that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith. Gal.3,14. ‘New 
it was not written-for his [ Abraham’s | 
sake alone, that it Was imputedto 
him;” [i.e. the righteousness of his 
faith respecting his natural seed, when 
“he considered net his own:body now 
derd, When he was about an hundret 
years old, neither yet the deadness of 
Sarali’s womb,”’] ‘but for ws alzo, to 
whom it shall be imputed, if we be- 
lieve,” ashedid, “onhim that raised 
up Jesus our Lord from the dead.” 
Rom. 4, 19, 23, 24. 

Much had been said in Pittsford both 
for and against this promise as regard- 
ed its application to children in their 
covenant connection with their pa- 
rents. Many believed in it “ without 
wrath ér doubting.” Gthers discard- 
ed jt, with no less confidence, as mere 
fable and superstition. That the dis- 
pute might be forevcr settled, God was 
pleased to “ pour’/his Spirit,” almost 
exclusively, “upon the seed” of those 
who believed in this “exceeding great 
and precious promise,” * and his bicss- 
ing upon their offspring.” Others, with 
the exception of none but those who as- 
sociated with us at the timé .were 
wholly exempted from a participation. 
It was a remarkable Providence, a 
surprising dispensation of grace, Wniver- 
sally noticed, and frequently meniion- 
cd both by the friends and enemies of 
the-covenant. “*O Lord or Lord,” we 
may now say with the Psalmist, * Out 
ofthe mouth ef babes and sucklings 


hast thou ordained strength, because 


of thine enemies, that thou mighitest 
still the enemy and the avenger.” Psal. 
8,2. “And when the-chiefpriests and 
scribes saw the wonderful things that 
he did, and the children crying in the 
temple, and saying, Hosanna to the 
Son of David ; they were sore displeas- 
ed, and said unto him, Hearest thcu 
what these say ; And Jesus saith unto 
them, yea; have ye not read, Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou 
hast:perfected praise?” Matih. 21, 15, 
16. 
IIOLLAND WEEKS. 
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Batracts from the minutes of the General 
Association of New Hampshire, at 


their session at Dunbarton, Sept. , 


1811. 


Tux following persons were appoint- 
sd to certify the regulat standing of 
ministers and candidates, who wish 
to travel from this State into’ other 
darts of the United States, viz. Rev. 
Messrs. Asa M’Farland, Willam F. 
Rowland, John H. Church, Eli Smith, 
Ethan Smith, Aaron Hall, Abijak 
Wines, and Drury Fairbank. 

Voted, unanimously, that the address 
to the churches on the doetrine of the 
Frinity, which was reported and ‘tead 
in the forenoon, be accepted, and print- 
ei with the extracts frem the minutes, 

Voted, that the next meeting of 
this) General Association be at the 
house of the Rev.Eli Smith in Hollis, 
en the third Tuesday ef September 
next, at11 o’clock, A. M. 

The Rev. John H. Church and the 
Rey. Stephen Farely were chosen Dele 
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gates to the General Convention of 
Vermont, on the second Tuesday of: 
September next, at the house of the 
Rey. 5S, Sage in Westminster; and the 
Rev. Holloway Fisk and the Rev. Jo- 
Reph Rowell were chosen substitutes. 


THEOLOGICAL INSFITUTIOM, 


On Tuesday the 24th of September, 
the annual examination was held in 
the Theological Institution at Ando- 
ver. The Visiters, Trustees, and oth- 
er gentlemen present, were much. 
pleased witli the result. After the ex- 
amination, eaeh of the students in the 
two higher classes read a dissertaticn 
on some subject in theology. One of. 
the young gentlemendelivered a vale- 
dictory address, and the exercises of 
theday were opened‘ and closed by. 
prayer. 
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‘ME BESPAIN OF THE WICKEDAND TRIUMPH OF THE RIGHTESU- 


Tux day must come, the last tremendous day, 


The wings of time will speed.it on its way ; 
When He, at whose command creation rose, 


Willseal the Sun in night; the stars depose : 

When earth in flames will shoot terrific fire, 

And nature ’mid convulsive pangs expire ! 

Ah! whither then will guilty spirits flee— 

In horror bound, and struggling to be free ? 

Within the grasp of Justice see they stand, 

And hear that awful doom, that dread command, 

Which hurls them down to endless flames below, 

To all the pain of everlasting woe. 

his is their portien now, whose harden’d sowis 

Refus’d to hear sweet mercy’s gentle calls ; 

Whilst pointing to a Savior’s flowing blood, 

Rich in the rhetoric ef heav’n she stood, 

And utter’d forth that great and wond’rous cry 

# Tarn ye—turn ye—-Why sinners will ye die.” 
Great God! Lbow before thy sovereign face, 

And ask that precious boon, that special grace, 

$Vhich bends the human will, and moulds our hearts;, 

Draws the repentant tear, and joy imparts, 

Bxcites that faith, which operates by love, 


And Hope, whose steady eve is fix’d above. 
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Then let the thunder roar, and shake the pole, 
And universal horror seize the whole ; 
Let sinners trembling sink to rise no more,- 
And endiess wrath its cup of fury pour— 
I hail the day, it thunders not for me ; 
My soulsprings forward wrapt in extacr, 
Enters the portals ofcelestial joy, 
Whilst heav’is exalted notes my songs emplos 
IT catch a glympse of that Eternal King, 
Whose praises countless millions sweetly sing ! 

O precious Lord! be all the glory thine ! 
Thy Blood alone hath made salyation mine. 

. B. 


iT IS J, BE NOT AFRAID. 


Written during a violent storm of Thunder and Lightning 


Whew storms arise and tempests howl, 
And clouds obscure the sky ; 

When lightnings flash and thunders roi, 
Be not afraid, ’tis I! 


If doubts about a future state 
Extort the serious cry, 

** What shall I do? my sins are great !” 
Be noi afraid, ’tis LI. 





While Satan aims a fiery dart, 
on Temptations make thee sigh; 
s & ,., Believe inme: Pil Keep thy heart, 
ait ¢ “And fear not, it is I! 
# Should health, and wealth, and friends forsake, 
Yea, dissolution nigh, 
And déath’s coW hand mike nature shake, 
Benbt afraid, *tis I. 
*Tis I who liv’d, ’tis Iwho dy’d, 
aia That thow'may’st reign on high ; 
» .@« Behold my hands, my feet, my side, 


~ 


And be convine’d’tis J. Even. Man - 
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TO CORRESPONDEXTS. 


*Evusu us,” a “Letter to a friend under serious exercisesof mind,” and the 
communications on “ the greatness of God” and “family government and in- 
struction” are filed for publication. 

*,.* The Editors contemplate to publish, inthe Apyiser, Buchanan’s Chris- 
tian Researches in Asia. They expect, before the publication of the next nun- 
ber, so far to consult each other, as te be able to communicate their determina- 
tion. They mention the subject in this early stage tosave such subscribers,. 
wish to read the book, the trouble and expense of purchasmg it. 
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